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The Association endeavors to avoid, as tar as pos- 
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GERMAN SECRET WAR DOCUMENTS 


COVERING THE PERIOD JUNE I5 TO AUGUST 5, I9QI4 
PUBLISHED BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT IN [{9I9 


INTRODUCTION 


The following are a selection of some of the most important 
documents which were published by order of the German 
Government in the fall of 1919 under the supervision of Karl 
Kautsky. Kautsky has for a long time been one of the fore- 
most thinkers in the German Socialist movement and when, 
during the war, a section of the Social Democratic Party seceded 
and formed the Independent Socialist Party, he also was to be 
found in the newly formed party. Immediately after the revo- 
lution had broken out in Germany in November, 1918, the 
Revolutionary Government ordered him to collect and edit those 
documents of the Foreign Office which dealt with the outbreak of 
the European War. The collection was completed by Kautsky in 
May, 1919. Publication was, however, postponed. In Septem- 
ber, 1919, it was placed in the hands of General Count Max 
Montgelas and Professor Walter Schuecking, who published the 
documents in four volumes in November of the same year, after 
the proofsheets had been submitted to Kautsky. It is, of course, 
impossible to determine whether all of the documents of the 
Foreign Office dealing with the outbreak of the war have actually 
been published or whether, for political reasons, some of them 
have been withheld. In addition, the attention of the reader 
must be drawn to the fact that the documents collected by 
Kautsky were taken only from the archives of the Foreign Office 
and that the documents of the Department of War and of the 
Navy Department, as well as those of the General Staff and of the 
Naval Staff, are not contained in this collection and have so far 
(January, 1920) not been published. 

The documents published cover the period from June 15, 1914, 
to August 5, 1914. Because of lack of time and space many 
interesting and important documents had to be omitted in the 
translation, there being over one thousand documents in the 
collection of the German Government. In the process of selection 
stress has been laid upon those documents which show the rela- 
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tions between the German and the Austro-Hungarian Govern- 
ments in the period just before the war, as well as those which 
show the German Emperor's attitude towards the events of the 
time. This was done because, on reading the documents pub- 
lished by the German Government, it seemed that these above all 
contained certain definite information which so far had not been 
accessible. An attempt has been made not toreprint any docu- 
ments which have already been published in the various White, 
Blue, Orange, etc. Books, except where the personal remarks of the 
Emperor were of special interest or where it was necessary to doso 
in order to enable the reader to understand the sequence of events, 

The remarks which the Emperor penned in the margins of the 
reports and telegrams have been printed in italics while the words 
and phrases which he underlined have been likewise underlined 
in the translation. 

The two telegrams of the Czar to the Emperor were written 
originally in English and they are here reproduced as they were 
received by the Emperor. 

The documents have been published in the order in which they 
arrived at or were sent from the Foreign Office. The number 
over each document refers to the number of the document in the 
complete collection. 

Appendix I contains the report of the Bavarian representative 
at Berlin, Dr. von Schoen, to Count Hertling, chairman of the 
ministerial council of Bavaria. 

The documents which pertain to the alleged War Council on 
July 5 or 6, 1914, are contained in Appendix III. In judging the 
value of the documents found in Appendices II and III, it willbe 
noticed that all of these were written several years after the 
events had taken place and in some cases by, men who had not 
been involved in them. 

No attempt has been made in the translation to correct mis- 
takes in style or grammar which were found in the original docu- 


ments. 
PAu. Kosoxk 
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3 
THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE AMBASSADOR 
AT LONDON 


Very confidential! 
Written personally! Berlin, June 16, 1914 
Your Excellency will not have failed to notice that the article 
in the “Birschewija Wjedomosti,” which we know was written by 
the Minister of War, General Suchomlinoff, has produced quite a 
sensation in Germany. Never, in fact, has an officially inspired 
article so frankly revealed the war-like tendencies of the Russian 
military party. It is probably written too clumsily to be able to 
strengthen French chauvinism in the long run. However, the 
effect upon German public opinion is serious and undeniable. 
Although, up to the present, only the most extreme groups 
among the pan-Germans and the militarists have been accusing 
Russia of planning and getting ready for an aggressive war, soon 
to be launched against us, now even more prudent politicians 
are beginning to incline to this view. The immediate result is 
the cry for another immediate and considerable increase in the 
Army. As a consequence, such being the state of affairs here, the 
jealousy of the Navy will be aroused, which never wants to be 
neglected when anything is done for the Army. Since, to speak 
quite confidentially, H. M. the Emperor has already grown quite 
accustomed to this line of thought, I fear that a preparedness 
“craze” will be initiated in this country this summer and fall. 
Although, considering the uncertainty of the Russian relations, 
the true aims of the Russian policy cannot be recognized in 
advance with any degree of accuracy, and although, with our 
political dispositions, we must take into account that, of all great 
European Powers, Russia will be most inclined to take the chance 
of a war-like adventure, still I do not believe that Russia is 
planning a war against us in the near future. But, protected by 
her large armaments, she wishes—and no one can blame her for it 
—to take a firmer stand at the outbreak of the next Balkan crisis 
than she did during the last Balkan complications. Whether a 
European conflagration will then break out will depend entirely 
upon the attitude of Germany and England. If both of us then 
will come out united as guarantors of the European peace, and 
pursue this policy from the beginning according to a common 
plan, war can be prevented, an action which neither our obliga- 
tions to the Triple Alliance nor to the Entente make impossible. 
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Otherwise, even a very unimportant clash between the interests 
of Russia and Austria-Hungary may start a war. A far-seeing 
policy must take this possibility into account in time. 

Now it is evident that an increased activity on the part of 
German chauvinists and preparedness fanatics would be just as 
much a hindrance to such cooperation between Germany and 
England as the attitude of the English cabinet, which is unde- 
fined, but at the same time secretly favors French and Russian 
chauvinism. Germany can never give up increasing her army 
in proportion to her growth in population. There is no thought 
of increasing the scope of the Naval Act. However, the increase 
in the number of our cruisers in foreign waters, the arming and 
manning of battleships, etc., which is entirely within the provi- 
sion of the Naval Act, will necessitate increased expenditures. 
But it makes a great difference whether such measures appear as 
the necessary result of a gradual quiet development or whether 
they are undertaken in a state of panic and under the pressure of 
an excited public opinion, possessed with the fear of war. 


v. Bethmann Hollweg 


4 
THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO THE 


IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR 


Secret ! Vienna, June 17, 1914 \y 


After the departure of H. M. the Emperor, Count Berchtold | 


was summoned to Konopischt by His Imperial and Royal High- — 


ness, the Archduke Francis Ferdinand. The Minister told me to- 
day that His Imperial and Royal Highness had expressed his ut- 
most satisfaction with the visit of H. M. the Emperor. He had 
discussed all possible questions in detail with His Majesty, and 
was able to report a perfect agreement of opinion. 

The Archduke has also intormed Count Berchtold of what he 
had said to Our Most Gracious Emperor in regard to the policy of 
Count Tisza, especially in relation to the non-Hungarian nation- 
alities. Towards the Roumanians Count Tisza has used fine 
words, as His Imperial and Royal Majesty had expressed it, but 
his deeds do not correspond to these words. The Hungarian 
Prime Minister has made one notable mistake in not giving the 
Transylvanian Roumanians a few more election districts. Count 
Berchtold stated to me that he had already tried, often and 

[8] 
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vigorously, to influence Count Tisza in favor of greater conces- 
sions to the Roumanians. But his efforts have been in vain. 
Count Tisza claims that he has already made as many concessions 
to the Roumanians as possible. I, for my part, shall take 
every occasion, in accordance with orders from high quarters 
to point out to the Hungarian Prime Minister the necessity 
of winning the support of the Roumanians, just as I have 
already done to Count Berchtold. 


v. Tschirschky 


he must not by means of his 


internal policy, which in 


the Roumanian question has 
an influence on the external 


policy of the Triple Alliance, 


compromise the latter. 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 


we hope not 


now or never 


THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR 


Vienna, June 30, 1914 

Count Berchtold said to me today 
that everything points to the fact that 
the threads of the conspiracy to which 
the Archduke has fallen victim meet at 
Belgrade. The affair had been so well 
planned that very youthful people had 
been deliberately selected for the per- 
petration of the crime, upon whom only 
milder penalties could be pronounced. 
The Minister expressed himself very 
bitterly with regard to the Serbian 
instigations. 

Here I hear repeatedly, even among 
serious people, the wish that some day 
there should be a thorough settling of ac- 
counts with the Serbs. First, a series of 
demands ought to be put to the Serbs, 
and in case they do not accept these, 
energetic action must be taken. I use 
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who has authorized him to every such occasion quietly but very 


do this? That is very stu- firmly and seriously to warn against 
pid! Is none of his busi- rash steps. Above all, one must first be 
ness, since itis solely Aus- clear as to what one wants, for up to 
tria’s affair what she in- the present I have heard only very 
tends to do in consequence. vague expressions of feeling. Then 
Then it will be said if the possibilities of any action should be 
things go wrong, Germany carefully weighed, and it should 
was not willing!’ Tschir- be kept in mind that Austria-Hungary 
schky will kindly stop this is not alone in this world, and that it is 
nonsense! The Serbs her duty, in addition to considera- 
must be cleaned up and tion for her allies, to take into ac- 
that quickly. count the general European situation 

and especially to keep in mind the 

attitude of Italy and Roumania 
goes without saying and on all questions pertaining to Ser- 


are platitudes. bia. 
von Tschirschky 


II 


THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO THE 
IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR 
Secret! Vienna, July 2, 1914 

In connection with my other report I have the honor to report 
the following concerning my audience today with H. M. the 
Emperor Francis Joseph. 

Finally, His Majesty once more discussed our Serbian neigh- 
bor. The intrigues of Belgrade were unbearable. Nothing could 
be done with these people in a friendly way. His Majesty men- 
tioned in this connection the position which Herr von Hartwig is 
occupying at Belgrade and the apprehension which he felt in 
regard to the so-called trial mobilizations of Russia in the fall, 
which would thus come at a time when the recruits were being 
mustered out and the army not completely prepared. He hopes 
that my Emperor and the Imperial Government recognize the 
dangers which face the monarchy from the Serbian quarter. The 
future, as he had said before, must be considered, and the political 
power of those allies who are united in the Triple Alliance must 
be preserved. I made use of this remark of the Emperor in order 
to point out also to His Majesty—as I had already recently done 
very emphatically to Count Berchtold—that His Majesty could 
eafely count upon finding Germany squarely behind the monarchy 

[10] 
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as soon as it is a question of the defence of her vital interests. The 
decision as to when and where such vital interests exist will have 
to be left solely to Austria. No responsible policy can be con- 
structed out of feelings and wishes, no matter how comprehensi- 
ble they may be. Before each decisive step it would be necessary 
to consider carefully how far one intends and is compelled to go 
and by what means the aim in view can be attained. In the first 
place, with every important step the political situation would 
have to be considered and the probable attitude of the other 
powers and states taken into account and the ground carefully 
prepared. I could only repeat that my Emperor will back up 
every firm decision of Austria-Hungary. His Majesty assented 
heartily to these words of mine and remarked that I was surely 


right. 
von Tschirschky 


13 
THE EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA TO THE KAISER 
Autograph-letter (Not dated—Arrived at Foreign Office, 


July 5, 1914) 

I sincerely regretted that you were compelled to give up your 
intentions to come to Vienna to the funeral. I would very much 
have liked to express to you personally my hearty gratitude for 
your sympathy in my deep affliction. 

By your warm and cordial sympathy you have proved again to 
me that I possess in you a faithful, dependable friend and that in 
every grave situation I can count upon you. 

I would also very much have liked to discuss the political 
situation with you; since this has now been impossible, I take the 
liberty of sending you the enclosed memorandum which hes been 
prepared by my Minister of Foreign Affairs. It had been drawn 
up before the terrible catastrophe at Sarajevo, and it now appears 
of particular significance after that tragic event. 

The murder committed against my poor nephew is the direct 
result of the agitation carried on by Russian and Serbian pan- 
Slavists, whose sole aim is the weakening of the Frighe Alliance 
and the destruction of my Empire. 

According to all investigations held so far, it was not at Sarajevo 
a question of a crime by an individual but of a well-organized 
plot, the threads of which reach Belgrade, and, even if it probably 
will be impossible to prove the complicity of the Serbian Govern- 
ment, there can, however, be no doubt but that its policy, which 
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aims at the union of all southern Slavs under the Serbian flag, 
encourages such crimes, and that the continuation of these con- 
ditions constitutes a permanent danger to my dynasty and my 
possessions. The aim of my Government in the future must 
lie in the isolation and diminution of Serbia. The first step in 
this direction is to be found in the strengthening of the position 
of the present Bulgarian Government, so that Bulgaria, whose 
real interests coincide with ours, will be protected against a 
return to Russophilism. 

If it is recognized at Bukarest that the Triple Alliance is deter- 
mined not to renounce an alliance with Bulgaria, but would be 
willing to make Bulgaria ally herself with Roumania and guar- 
antee her territorial integrity, then, perhaps, Roumania will 
turn back from the dangerous course into which she has been 
driven through her friendship with Serbia and her rapprochement 
with Russia. 

If this succeeds, a further attempt might be made to reconcile 
Greece with Bulgaria and Turkey; there would then be formed, 
under the patronage of the Triple Alliance, a new Balkan union 
whose aim would consist in putting an end to the pan-Slavic 
flood and insuring peace to our countries. 

This, however, will be possible only if: Serbia, which at 
present forms the nucleus of the pan-Slavic policy, is eliminated 
as a political factor in the Balkans. 

You, too, after the recent terrible happenings in Bosnia, will be 
convinced that a reconciliation of the differences which separate us 
from Serbia is no longer to be thought of, and that the conser- 
vative peace policy of all European monarchs will be threatened so 
long as this nest of criminal agitation at Belgrade is permitted to 
remain: unpunished. 

(Here follows the Balkan Memorandum of the 
Austro-Hungarian Government, a document of over 
4,000 words.) 

19 
THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
- -THE FOREIGN OFFICE 
Telegram - 84 
Secret! Vienna, July 8, 1914 

Immediately after the close of yesterday’s official session of the 

Cabinet a discussion took place as to the position to be taken 
[12] 
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towards Serbia, when those Ministers who had not been present 
at the preliminary discussion, to which I had been invited, were 
informed in a general way of the answer that had arrived fram 
H. M. Our Most Gracious Emperor. 

There were two distinct currents of opinion regarding measures 
to be taken against Serbia: the one, voiced by Count Berchtold 
and the Foreign Office, wants to base its action directly on the 
state of affairs created by the entire Serbian policy and the 
intrigues against the monarchy culminating in the recent murder; 
while the other, represented by Count Tisza, considers it necessary 
first of all to make concrete demands. I have the impression that 
Count Berchtold considers Count Tisza a retarding element. The 
latter intends further to state his point of view in a memorandum, 
which Count Berchtold will only receive tonight before his 
departure for Ischl. Count Berchtold declared he would advise 
his Emperor, in case the latter should accept the opinion that for 
the present demands are to be made upon Serbia, to arrange the 
demands so that their acceptance seems impossible. 

Count Berchtold further remarked, quite in confidence, that 
according to Baron Conrad von Hoetzendorf, sixteen days would 
have to be allowed for mobilization. ‘The Chief of the General 
Staff, as Count Berchtold tells me, has again pointed out the 
decisive importance of the attitude of Roumania in regard to the 
plan and the course of the military operations. 

The Minister further remarked that after mature delibera- 
tion, he had arrived at the opinion that it would be wiser not to 
conclude the proposed alliance with Bulgaria for the present, 
especially because Roumania would otherwise be alarmed. On 
the contrary, he is going to have the urgent advice to keep quiet 


transmitted to Sofia. 
Tschirschky 


23 
MEMORANDUM OF THE SECRETARY 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Berlin, July 9, 1914 
The Austrian Ambassador thanked me today by order of his 
Government for the obliging answer which H. M. the Emperor 
and King and the Imperial Chancellor have given to the auto- 
graph-letter of H. M. Emperor Francis Joseph and the exposé 


[13] 








210 


delivered by Count Hoyos. The government here will be immedi- 

ately notified of all decisions that are to be made—the time 

depending upon the result of the investigation at Sarajevo. 
Jagow 


29 


THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 85 
Very secret! Vienna, July 10, 1914 

Regarding his report yesterday to 
H. M. Emperor Francis Joseph, at 
Ischl, Count Berchtold informs me of 
the following: 

H. M. the Emperor discussed the 
state of affairs with great calmness, At 
first he expressed his sincere gratitude 
for the stand taken by Our Most Gra- 
cious Emperor and the Imperial Goy- 
ernment, and declared that he is com- 

Since H, M.'s promemo- pletely of our opinion that a decision 
ria is about fourteen days must be arrived at now which will put 
old this is taking very an end to the unbearable relations with 
long! That has really been Serbia. Of the consequences of sucha 
drawn up as the basis of decision, Count Berchtold added, His 
the decision! Majesty is completely aware. 

The Minister, thereupon, notified the 
Emperor of the two possibilities regard- 
ing immediate procedure against Ser- 
bia. His Majesty thought this differ- 
ence could perhaps be bridged over. On 
the whole His Majesty rather tended 
towards the point of view that concrete 

and very much sol! and demands would have to be put toSerbia. 
very precise ones! He, the Minister, also declared that he 
was aware of the advantage of such a 
procedure. The odium of a surprise 
attack upon Serbia, which would fall 
upon the monarchy, would thereby be 
avoided and Serbia be put in the wrong. 
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Hartwig is dead! 


evacuate the Sandschack! 
then there will be a row 
immediately! Austria 
must immediately and un- 
conditionally get it back 
again in order to prevent 
the union of Serbia and 
Montenegro, and to bar 
the Serbians from the sea- 
board! 

Toward murderers, after 
what has happened! 

Idiocy! 
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This procedure would also greatly facil- 
itate at least a neutral position for Rou- 
mania as well as for England. The 
formulating of appropriate demands 
against Serbia is now the chief concern 
and Count Berchtold said that he 
would like to know what Berlin thinks 
about this. He thought that among 
other things - it - could - be demanded 
that a commission of the Austro- 
Hungarian Government be instituted 
at Belgrade, in: order to watch from 
there the pan-Serbian igtrigues, and 
perhaps also to demand the dissolution 
of societies and the dismissal of several 
compromised officers. The time-limit 
for replying would have to be made as 
short as possible, say forty-eight hours. 
Even this short time-limit would suf- 
fice for Belgrade to ask for advice from 
Petersburg. Should the Serbians ac- 
cept all the stipulated demands, this 
would be a solution which would be 
“very disagreeable” to him, and he 
is still considering what demands 
could be put which would make an 
acceptance absolutely impossible for 
Serbia. 

The minister finally complained 
again about the attitude of Count Tis- 
za, which makes an energetic procedure 
against Serbia difficult. Count Tisza 
insists that one must proceed “in a gen- 
tlemanly manner,” but this is hardly 
appropriate when such important inter- 
ests of the state are concerned and espe- 
cially toward such an opponent as 
Serbia. 

The suggestion of the Imperial Gov- 
ernment even now to influence public 
opinion in England against Serbia by 
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means of the press—about which Count 
Szégyény has telegraphed—will be 
gladly followed by the Minister. Only 
in his opinion it would still have to be 
done carefully in order not to alarm 
Serbia prematurely. 

The Minister of War is taking a leave 
of absence to-morrow; Baron Conrad 
von Hoetzendorf will also leave Vienna 
for the time being. This is done, as 

childish! Count Berchtold told me, purposely to 
prevent any alarm. _ 

Tschirschky 
just as at the time of the Silesian Wars! 
“I am against councils of war and discus- 
sions, especially since the more timid 

party always has the upper hand.” 
Frederick the Great 
31 


SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
TO THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 


Telegram 117 Berlin, July 11, 1914 
We cannot take any position on the formulation of the demands 
upon Serbia since this is Austria’s affair. For us it only seems 
desirable that Vienna should collect enough material to prove that 
a pan-Serbian agitation exists in Serbia which endangers the 
monarchy, so that the public opinion of Europe may be con- 
vinced as far as possible of Austria’s just stand. This material 
had best be published—not separately but together—shortly 
before presenting the demands, 4. e., the ultimatum to Serbia. 


Jagow 
34 


THE AMBASSADOR AT ATHENS TO THE 
IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR 


Strictly confidential! Athens, July 6, 1914 
My Italian colleague informs me very confidentially that the 
Italian Ambassador at Petersburg has sent a very alarming 
report to Rome about the warlike preparations of Russia. The 
{ 16] 











ernxea 


gg 








‘ount 


Only 
to be 


Jarm 


leave 
nrad 
enna 
e, as 
ly to 


Ky 

Tarsl 
CUS- 
mid 


nds 
»ms 
hat 
the 
on- 
rial 
tly 


ng 
he 


213 


report is said to be very detailed. Huge financial demands of the 
Russian Government are also mentioned, which are said to have 
been granted for war preparations in a secret session of the Duma 
or in a committee session. 
Quadt 
37 


THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
TO THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 


Secret ! Berlin, July 12, 1914 

For the strictly confidential use of Count Berchtold. 

According to secret despatches Russia and Serbia possess the 
confidential information that - Austria-Hungary is secretly in- 
creasing her garrisons along the Serbian and Russian border. 

Jagow 


40 
THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 87 Vienna, July 13, 1914 

Count Berchtold entirely shares the view of your Excellency 
that the results of the investigation at Sarajevo will have to be 
presented not in detail, but as a summary of the tendency of 
Serbian policy, together with its results. 

The Minister is now personally convinced of the need of the 
most rapid action. He hopes to come to an agreement to-morrow 
with Tisza concerning the wording of the note to be sent to 
Serbia; would then submit it on Wednesday, July 15, to the 
Emperor at Ischl, whereupon the presentation could then immedi- 
ately be made at Belgrade, even before the departure of Poincaré. 

Tschirschky 


50 
THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR 
Very secret! Vienna, July 14, 1914 
After Count Tisza had left me, Count Berchtold sent for me, 


to inform me on his part of the result of the day’s discussion. To 
his great delight a unanimous agreement had been reached 
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concerning the tenor of the note to be handed to Serbia. Count 
Tisza accepted his, the minister's, conception very cheerfully and 
even at several points insisted upon greater severity. However, 
for technical reasons, it has turned out to be impossible to present 
the note at Belgrade as early as the 16th or 18th. The French 
text is again to be examined definitely next Sunday morning at 
nine o'clock at a discussion of the Ministers. He will then submit 
the note to the Emperor at Ischl, presumably Tuesday. He 
guarantees that His Majesty will give his consent to it. = 

In today’s discussion there was unanimity of opinion that it 
would be more advisable at least to await the departure of 

Poincaré from Petersburg before action is to be 
too badl taken against Belgrade. For, if possible, it is to be 

prevented, that, at Petersburg, in a champagne- 
mood and under the influence of MM. Poincaré, Iswolsky, and 
the Grand Dukes, a fraternization should take place which then 
would influence and possibly decide the attitude of the two 
countries. It would also be of advantage for the toasts to be over 
before the note is presented. The presentation could therefore 
follow on July 25th. 

Count Berchtold asked me, explicitly and- repeatedly, as 
Count Tisza had already done, to make it clear to my Govern- 
ment that the presence of Poincaré at Petersburg was the sole 
cause for the delay in the presentation of the note at Belgrade, 
and that Berlin could feel perfectly assured that there is no 
question here of hesitation or indecision. The Minister, in 
conclusion, said that he would, after completing the text on 
Sunday, send it immediately to the Imperial Government for very 
confidential information, even before the submission of the note 
to his own Emperor. 


Tschirschky 
57 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE TO THE CHANCELLOR 
Telegram 13 Berlin, July 16, 1914 


Vienna has been notified, by means of order to Tschirschky, of 
the necessity of an understanding with Italy about Serbia. 

Ballin has been urged by a private letter to work against the 
Anglo-Russian Naval Convention by means of his English con- 


nections. 
_ Stumm 
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61 


THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE 
AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 


Secret ! Berlin, July 17, 1914 

As is known to your Excellency from reading the memorandum 
of Count Hoyos in regard to his conversation with the Under- 
Secretary of State, Count Hoyos has stated that Austria must 
completely partition Serbia. 

Count Berchtold and Count Tisza remarked in this connection 
that this statement merely reflected the personal view of Count 
Hoyos, and thus expressly refrained from identifying themselves 
with it; but apparently they did not express themselves further 
as to their own territorial plans 

For the diplomatic treatment of the conflict with Serbia, it 
would be not unimportant to know, from the beginning, what are 
the ideas of the Austrian statesmen about the future status of 
Serbia, as this question will have an important influence upon the 
attitude of Italy and upon the public opinion and attitude of 
England. 

That the plans of the statesmen of the Danube Monarchy can 
be influenced and modified by the course of events is no doubt to 
be considered self-evident; nevertheless, it must be assumed 
that the Vienna Cabinet has already drawn up a general outline of 
the aims which are to be achieved, from a territorial point of 
view also. Your Excellency will try, in a conversation with Count 
Berchtold, to get an explanation on this point, at the same time, 
however, avoiding the impression that we want to retard the 
Austrian action from the start, or prescribe to it certain limits or 
aims. It is only of importance to us to be somewhat informed as 


to where the road will perhaps lead. 
v. Jagow 
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THE EMBASSY AT VIENNA TO THE 
IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR 
Secret! Vienna, July 17, 1914 
‘As Count Berchtold tells me, the note which contains the 


demands that are to be made upon Serbia is to be presented at 
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Belgrade on Thursday afternoon, the 23d of this month. With 
a view to expediting this affair as much as possible, the date has 
been set ahead a few days and the day of M. Poincaré’s departure 
from Petersburg determined for the same. It is assumed that the 
President will already have embarked when the Belgrade dé. 
marche becomes known at Petersburg. 

The wording of the note, so the minister tells me, has not yet 
been definitely determined and conferences are still going on with 
Count Tisza; on Wednesday, the 22d of this month, it will be 
presented to H. M. the Emperor Francis Joseph, for final endorse- 
ment. 

Count Berchtold indirectly expressed the hope that Serbia 
would not accept the Austrian demands, since a mere diplomatic 
victory here would again bring on a depressed feeling which is 
absolutely to no purpose. W. Pr. Stolberg 
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THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE 
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES OF THE IMPERIAL SUITE 


Telegram 82 
Private, secret! Berlin, July 18, 1914 
Please send accurate statement of itinerary of H. M. S. Hohen- 
zollern after the 23d. On that day the Austrian démarche will, as 
you know, take place—48 hour ultimatum apparently intended— 
and it depends upon the development of events whether and when 
the presence of His Majesty will be necessary. Please take 
Admiral von Mueller into confidence eventually, but do not 
disquiet His Majesty prematurely. Since we wish to localize a 
possible conflict between Austria and Serbia, we must not alarm 
the world by a premature return of His Majesty; on the other 
hand, His All Highest should be accessible in case unforeseen 
events should necessitate important decisions (mobilization) on 
our part. Possibly a cruise in the Baltic might be thought of for 
the last days of the trip. Jagow 
68 
THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE 
AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 
Berlin, July 18, 1914 


Finally I would leave it to the consideration of Count Berchtold 
whether an engagement of Italy in Valona would not facilitate 
[20] 
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materially the Austrian action against Serbia. Vienna—as I 
have already stated in another connection—must not harbor any 
illusions about the fact that an Austrian attack upon Serbia will 
not only find an unfavorable reception in Italy, but will probably 
also cause direct opposition there. I therefore consider an 
understanding of the Vienna cabinet with that of Rome of 
extreme urgency, and think that this could be greatly facili- 
tated if Italy, with Austrian consent, were engaged in Albania. 


THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE 
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES OF THE IMPERIAL SUITE 


Telegram 84 Berlin, July 18, 1914 
According to information from the Embassy at Vienna, the 

Austro-Hungarian démarche will be made on the 23d of this 

month. Jagow 
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THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE 
AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 


Telegram 122 Berlin, July 18, 1914 
North-German Gazette will publish to-morrow remarks about 
the Austro-Serbian conflict, which, out of consideration for 
European diplomacy, will be purposely couched in mild tones. 
This distinctly semi-official paper must not create premature 
alarm. Please see to it that this is not mistakenly regarded as a 
German retirement in view of the determination of Vienna. 
Jagow 


72 
THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE 
AMBASSADOR AT LONDON 
(Private Letter) 
Berlin, July 18, 1914 
Dear Lichnowsky: 


Your opinion of our policy, which your Serbian report contains, 
is always valuable to me, and I believe that the Imperial Chancel- 
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lor thinks similarly about the matter. I cannot deny either that 
many of your remarks are justified. But we have an alliance with 
Austria (this can’t be helped): hic Rhodus, hic salta. Whether 
this alliance with the continuously disintegrating structure of 
states on the Danube is to our advantage is also open to discus- 
sion, but I say with the poet—I believe it was Busch—: “Tf this 
company no longer suits you, look for other provided you have 
got it.” And a completely successful relationship with England we 
have unfortunately not succeeded in creating so far, in fact could 
not afterwhat hashappened inthe past—if wecan ever succeedatall. 

Austria which, because of her lack of aggressive strength, has 
continuously lost more and more of her prestige, can hardly be 
counted any longer as a fullfledged Great Power. The crisis in 
the Balkans has weakened her position still more. Because of this 
decline of Austria’s political power our group of allies has also been 
decidedly weakened. 

Austria no longer intends to tolerate the Serbian underground 
propaganda, nor the continually provocative attitude of the little 
neighbor at Belgrade.—Notice the language of the Serbian press— 
and that of Mr. Paschitsch. She recognizes that she has missed 
many chances and that she can still act, but not so in a few years. 
Austria wants to settle her affairs with Serbia now and has 
informed us of this. During the whole Balkan crisis we success- 
fully mediated in the interest of peace without having forced 
Austria at critical moments into passivity. The fact that, never- 
theless, we are in Austria often unjustly accused of being luke- 
warm, is a matter of indifference to me. We have not now driven 
Austria to her decision. But we cannot and must not stop her. 
If we did this, then Austria could justly accuse us, as could we 
ourselves. of having denied her the last chance for political rehabil- 
itation. Then the process of her disintegration and of her internal 
decay would only be accelerated. Her position in the Balkans 
would be lost forever. You will probably agree with me that an 
absolute stabilizing of the Russian hegemony in the Balkans is, 
indirectly, also inadmissible to us. The maintenance of Austria, 
and of a very strong Austria, is for internal and external reasons 
a necessity for us. That she cannot forever be maintained I 
willingly admit. But, in the meantime, combinations may per- 
haps be found. 

We must try to localize the conflict between Austria and 
Serbia. Whether this succeeds will depend, first of all, upon 

[22] 
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Russia and, in the second place, upon the moderating influence of 
the members of the Entente. The more determined Austria 
shows herself, the more energetically we support her, the more 
likely it is that Russia will keep quiet. Some blustering at Peters- 
burg will not be wanting, no doubt, but Russia is not really pre- 
pared now. Neither France nor England will want a war now. 
In a few years Russia will be prepared, according to all competent 
opinion. Then she will destroy us by means of her large number 
of soldiers; then she will have built her Baltic fleet and her strategic 
railroads. Our group in the meantime will be becoming continu- 
ally weaker. This is known in Russia and quiet is absolutely 
desired there for several years. I gladly believe your cousin 
Benckendorff that Russia does not want any war with us now. 
Sazonoff also assures us of the same thing, but the Government 
of Russia, which today is still peace-loving and halfway friendly 
towards Germany, is continually becoming weaker, while the 
attitude of the Slavs is continually becoming more anti-German. 
How Russia really treats us, we were shown last fall. During 
the Balkan crisis she could not thank us enough for our pacifying 
influence. The acute crisis had hardly passed when the unfriend- 
liness about Liman etc. began. If localization cannot be achieved 
and if Russia attacks Austria, then the casus federis exists, and 
we cannot sacrifice Austria. We would then be in a position of 
isolation which could scarcely be called proud. I want no pre- 
ventive war, but if the struggle presents itself we cannot retreat. 
With best regards, 
Sincerely yours, 
Jagow 
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THE EMBASSY AT VIENNA TO THE SECRETARY 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Private letter) 
Vienna, July 18, 1914 
Highly Esteemed Mr. Secretary of State, 
Yesterday I went to Berchtold, who told me that the aforesaid 
note is to be presented at Belgrade the 23d of this month. As I 


reported yesterday, Berchtold hopes that the Austrian demands, 
about which he did not express himself in detail, will not be 
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accepted by Serbia, although he is not quite sure of it, and I have 
gained the impression from his, as also from Hoyos’ remarks, that 
it is possible for Serbia to accept the demands. In reply to my 
question what will happen if nothing should come of this affair 
again, Berchtold said that a far-reaching control would have to be 
exercised in the practical execution-of each separate demand. Ifa 
final settlement of the relations towards Serbia is desired, which 
Count Tisza stated recently in a speech was inevitable, then of 
course, it would be inexplicable why demands should not have 
been framed of such character as to make a rupture inevitable. If 
this action comes to naught again, and there remains nothing 
but a so-called diplomatic victory, then the impression prevailing 
here, that the Monarchy is no longer capable of any demonstra- 
tion of power, will be considerably strengthened. The results 
which this would have both internally and externally are self- 
evident. 

I have just been with Berchtold again, who told me that to- 
morrow the note will be finally settled with Tisza and that it will 
be still further modified According to the events of the day. 
(Interview of Paschitsch, article of the “Samouprawa,” etc.). 
Hoyos just told me that the demands are of such a nature that, for 
a state which has any self-respect and dignity left, it would be 
impossible to accept them. 


In sincere esteem, 
Your Excellency’s 
Obedient 
W. Stolberg 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 

Telegram 92 
Secret! Vienna, July 21, 1914 

The note which is to be sent to Serbia together with a short 
summary of the result of the investigation at Sarajevo will be 
sent tonight to Berlin. The note will be delivered Thursday 
afternoon at Belgrade and will be published Friday in the morn- 
ing papers of this city. 

Friday morning the Austro-Hungarian representatives to the 
signatory Powers will hand to the respective governments a note 
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containing the text of the note sent to Serbia together with a 
commentary. This note with commentary addressed to the 
Powers will be published Friday afternoon or Saturday morning. 


Tschirschky 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR 


Secret ! Vienna, July 21, 1914 

I have the honor of placing before your Excellency in the 
appendix a copy of the note destined by the Royal and Imperial 
Government for the signatory Powers. The note contains the 
actual wording of the Austro-Hungarian note which is to be 
presented Thursday afternoon at Belgrade, together with a 
commentary. At the same time the Imperial and Royal Govern- 
ment holds at the disposal of the aforesaid governments a short 
summary of the result of the investigation at Sarajevo. 

In transmitting the aforesaid documents Count Forgach ex- 
pressly asked that these be considered as meant for the strictly 
confidential personal information of your Excellency, since the 
Imperial endorsement has not yet been given, although there 
exists no doubt about securing it. 


von Tschirschky 


II2 


SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO 
THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 


Telegram 130 
Forimmediate use Berlin, July 22, 1914 

Have asked Count Pourtalés for program of visit of Poincaré. 
He replies that President leaves Kronstadt Thursday evening 11 
o'clock. This would,be according to Central European time 9:30 
o'clock. If démarche were to be made at Belgrade tomorrow 
afternoon 5 o'clock it would thus become known during presence 
of Poincaré at Petersburg. 

Jagow 
[25] 
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THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


TO 
Telegram 132 


to decide that is none of his 
business; that is the busi- 
ness of H. M. the Emperor 
Francis Josephl 


is their businessl 


what ts frivolous? how can 
Grey use such a word 
about the venerable old gen- 
tleman! 


does not existl 


what would impel me to do 


THE EMPEROR 


Berlin, July 23, 1914 


Your Majesty’s Ambassador at Lon-. 


don telegraphs: “Sir Edward Grey, as] 
confidentially hear, intends to explain 
to Count: Mensdorff to-morrow that 
the British Government: will make its 
influence felt so that the Austro- 
Hungarian demands, in case they are 
moderate and can be harmonized with 
the independence of the Serbian State, 
will be accepted by the Serbian Govern- 
ment. In a similar sense he also be- 
lieves that Sazonoff will make use of his 
influence at Belgrade. However, :a 
prerequisite for this is that no unproven 
accusations, a la Friedjung, are to be 
brought forward by Vienna and that 
the Austrian Government is in a 
position to prove unequivocally the 
connection of the murder at Sarajevo 
with the political circles of Belgrade. 
Everything depends upon the way in 
which Vienna draws up the note and 
upon the result of the investigations up 
to date. - Upon the basis of: frivolous 
claims it is however impossible to use 
influence at Belgrade. I am making an 
effort in the meantime to urge that un- 
conditional acceptance of the Austrian 
demands should be advocated in regard 
to the justifiable demand of Austria for 
satisfaction and for a final cessation of 
the continuous disturbances, even if 
these demands do not completely take 
into account the national dignity of 
Serbia. I herein encounter the expec- 
tation that our influence in Vienna has 
succeeded in suppressing impossible de- 
[ 26] 
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that! is none of my busi- 
ness! what is meant by im- 
possible? Those fellows 
have carried on agitation 
with murder and must be 
humbled. 


That is a monstrous Brit- 
ishimpertinence. Itis not 
my business @ la Grey to 
give H. M. the Emperor 


‘orders about the mainte- 


nance of his honor. 


Truel But Grey shall be 
told this very seriously and 
plainly! 
that I do not stand for any 
nonsense. Grey commits 
the mistake of putting Ser- 
bia on a level with Austria 


so that he sees 
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mands. It is definitely counted upon 
that we will not identify ourselves with 
demands that plainly have the purpose 
of bringing about war and that we are 
supporting no policy which is using the 
murder of Sarajevo merely as a pretext 
for fulfilling Austrian ambitions in the 
Balkans and destroying the Peace of 
Bukarest. Besides, Sir Edward Grey 
has today notified me again that he 
is endeavoring to use his influence 
at Petersburg in favor of the Austrian 
point of view. It has, however, made a 
bad impression here that Count Berch- 
told has so far very obviously avoided 
talking with Sir Maurice de Bunsen 
about the Serbian question.” 

Your Majesty’s Ambassador at 
London is to receive instructions, for 
the guidance of his conversation, to the 
effect that we did not know the Austro- 
Hungarian demands, but considered 
them to be an internal question of Aus- 
tria-Hungary upon which we could ex- 
ert no_ influence. 

Most humbly, 
Jagow 


and other great powers! That is unheard 


ofl Serbia is a pack of robbers and has to be held accountable for its 
crimes! I shall not interfere in anything which the Emperor alone 
is authorized to decidel I have expected this despatch and it does not 


surprise mel 


manner which I wish to have rejected! 


True British mentality and a condescending imperious 


William I. R. 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT LONDON TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 146 


London, July 23, 1914 


My Italian colleague told me in the course of a rather lengthy 


confidential conversation 


that it would be extremely difficult for 
(27] 
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any Italian government to plead before the country for partici- 
pation in a war which has the purpose of conquering or Austria- 
nizing Serbia. Italy has important trade relations with Serbia and 
has no interest whatsoever in seeing them destroyed by Austria. 
The war would, therefore, be contrary to Italian interests and 
could only be carried on if Austria should propose adequate com- 
pensations. 
I would ask that these statements be considered as strictly 
confidential. 
Lichnowsky 
125 
THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE CHARGE 
D’AFFAIRES OF THE IMPERIAL SUITE 


Telegram 89 Berlin, July 23, 1914 

Austro-Hungarian note is to be presented this afternoon or 
evening and published at Vienna tomorrow morning. Ultimatum 
would therefore expire the evening of the 25th. Our attitude for 
the present will be that it is an affair which concerns only Austria 
and Serbia. Only the intervention of another power would drive 
us into the conflict. That this should happen at once, namely 
that England should immediately decide to interfere, is not to 
be assumed. The trip of President Poincaré, who leaves Kron- 
stadt to-night, visits Stockholm the 25th, Copenhagen the 27th, 
Kristiania the 29th and arrives at Dunkerque the 31st, would in 
itself delay all decisions. 

The English fleet, according to information from the Admiralty 
Staff, is to disperse the 27th and proceed to its home ports. Any 
premature recall of our fleet might cause general uneasiness and 
be regarded with suspicion, particularly in England. 

After notification of Admiral von Mueller, please make report 
to His Majesty accordingly. Am adding to this that the Admi- 
ralty Staff makes the following report: 

“If the possibility of an immediate declaration of war by 
England is to be considered, then from a military point of view an 
attack upon our fleet by the English fleet is to be counted upon 
with certainty. Our fleet, with its great numerical inferiority, 
must not in any event be exposed to this possibility. As soon 
as the possibility of the outbreak of a war with England within 
any six days has to be reckoned with, the fleet must be recalled.” 

Bethmann Hollweg 
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128 
THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO THE 
IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR 
Secret ! Vienna, July 22, 1914 

Have today discussed in detail with Count Forgach the neces- 
sity of influencing the foreign press.. As far as Italy is concerned, 
Herr von Mérey is authorized to make use of any sum of money 
that he deems necessary.. The ambassador persists in his opinion 
that it would be extremely dangerous now suddenly to flood the 
Italian press with large amounts of money. That would, as he 
believes, create great distrust there and perhaps have the con- 
trary effect. But it has again been suggested to him to make 
attempts to influence the press there, and at least, after the 
step has been taken at Belgrade, to use every and all means so 
that the leading papers will not make impossible the neutral 
position of the Italian Government desired by us. 

Count Czernin at Bukarest has likewise unlimited funds at 
his disposal. He is to try especially to buy the “Adeverul.” 

Count SzApary has also the same authorization. But he has 
little connection with the press there and Austria would be 
especially thankful if Count Pourtalés could help him in the 
securing of agents. 

In England nothing can be done with money. There it would 
be necessary to attempt to bring influence to bear by matter-of- 
fact discussions. Count Mensdorff already has got in touch with 
Mr. Steed of the “Times,” who, unfortunately, after moments of 
better insight, seems to have fallen back into his Austrophobia. 
But in the near future articles are to appear in the English papers 
by Professor Lammasch, Professor Redlich and Count v. Luetzow. 

To influence the French press with money is here considered 
hopeless. 

I have strongly advised Count Forgach to influence the press 
here so as to spare the national feeling of the Serbs in this country 
after the démarche. He will do everything possible in this direc- 
tion and is sure of the energetic cooperation of Count Tisza in 
this matter. von Tschirschky 

131 
THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 97 Vienna, July 23, 1914 


| 


Vienna is firmly decided not to be led astray by any attempts 
at intimidation. Tschirschky 
[29] 
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THE CHARGE D’AFFAIRES AT BELGRADE TO THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 30 ; Belgrade, July 24, 1914 
The Austrian chargé d’affaires yesterday evening at 6 o'clock 
presented the note about the murder at Sarajevo tothe Minister 
of Finance, Patschu, representing the Prime Minister Paschitsch 
who was absent on an election trip. It has a 48 hour time limit. 
The Minister of Finance accepted the note without reading it 
and promised to call together the ministerial council. Today's 
morning press characterizes the note as being very sharp and 
advises the Government to reject it. Griesinger 
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THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE 
AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 


Telegram 136 Berlin, July 24, 1914 

Mr. Bollati informed me that the Austrian ambassador has 
notified Rome that Austria-Hungary does not intend to make any 
territorial conquest, but cannot bind herself in this matter. 

Only for your Excellency’s personal information: Mr. Bollati 
told me very confidentially that Italy, in the case of Austrian 
territorial increase, would demand the Trentino as compensation; 
and if Austria should take a part of Albania, would demand 
Valona also. Italy does not wish the latter. 


155 
THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram Io! Vienna, July 24, 1914 

Entirely superfluous! Will In order to prove his good will towards 
create an impression of Russia, Count Berchtold invited the Rus- 
weakness and an impres- sian chargé d'affaires to come and see 
sion of apology which is him, in order to explain to him in detail 
entirely wrong towards the position of Austria-Hungary toward 
Russia and must be avoid- Serbia. After recapitulating the histori- 


[30] 








ock 
ster 
‘sch 
nit. 
x it 
ty’s 
ind 


las 
ny 


ati 
an 


nd 


ds 
s- 
Oe 


il 


227 


ed. Austria has her good cal development of the past years, he 
reasons; has proceeded emphasized that the Monarchy had no 
accordingly; now this can- thought of appearing as a conqueror of 
not be put to a kind of a Serbia. Austria will not demand any 
discussion afterwards. Serbian territory. Similarly, every 
humiliation of Serbia has been carefully 
Jackass! the Sandschack avoided in the note addressed to Serbia. 
she must take back, other- Austria firmly insists that the step is sole- 
wise the Serbs will get to ly a defensive measure against Serbian 
the Adriatic. intrigues, but she must necessarily de- 
mand guarantees for a further friendly 
relation of Serbia towards the Mon- 
archy. There is, furthermore, no 
that comes of its own ac- thought of wanting to produce a rear- 
cord and must come. Aus- rangement of the relationship of the 
tria must become prepon- Powers in the Balkans and in Europe. 
derant in the Balkans over On the contrary he considers the invio- 
the other small states at the lable stability of Russia as a necessary 
expense of Russia; other- factor in European politics. He should 
wise there will be no peace. suppose that it would be to the general 
European interest to put an end to the 
Serbian intrigues that are continually 
disturbing the peace of Europe, and es- 
pecially that the European monarchical 
states should firmly unite in the rejec- 
tion of the Serbian policy carried on by 
Very weak! means of revolvers and bombs. 


Tschirschky 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT BELGRADE TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 31 Belgrade, July 24, 1914 
The energetic tone and the precise 
demands of the Austrian note have 
Bravo! The Viennese were been a complete surprise to the Serbian 
no longer thought capable Government. Since this morning the 
of this! Ministerial Council have been in ses- 
sion under the presidency of the Crown 
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It seems H. M. has taken Prince Regent, but cannot come to an 


French leave agreement. It is stated that it is im- 
possible to fulfill the demands stip- 
The proud Slavs! ulated within forty-eight hours, espe- 


cially points 2, 4, 5, 6 (section 2), in 
which a direct interference with the 
sovereignty of Serbia is seen. In case 
the order of the day should be issued, a 
military uprising is feared. x 
As I hear, the removal of the Govern- 
ment to Nish is being considered. 
Griesinger 
How hollow the whole so-called Serbian 
Great Power appears. That is the way 


all Slav states are! Only tread firmly on 
the feet of the rabblel 
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THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO 
THE AMBASSADOR AT LONDON 


Telegram 174 Berlin, July 25, 1914 
Have informed Vienna of proposals of Sir E. Grey. Since 
ultimatum already expires today, and since, according to news- 
paper reports, Count Berchtold is at Ischl, I believe that an in- 
crease of the time limit will no longer be possible. Jagow 


179 


THE AMBASSADOR AT LONDON TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 155 London, July 25, 1914 
Private for Secretary of State v. Jagow. 

I would again like to point out to you the importance of Grey's 
proposal for the mediation by the four Powers of the affair be- 
tween Austria and Russia. I see therein the only possibility of 
preventing a world war, in which we will stake everything and in 
which we can win nothing. If we refuse, Grey will do nothing 
more. As long as we have not yet mobilized, mediation and a 
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settlement of the conflict which will be acceptable to Austria, are 
still possible. Our refusal, however, would create much ill feeling 
here, and I do not believe that in case France be drawn in, Eng- 
land could remain indifferent. I again very strongly advise that 
the English proposal be accepted and Vienna and Petersburg 


informed of this. Lichnowsky 
182 

THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE EMPEROR 

Telegram 139 Berlin, July 25, 1914 


Unbelievable presump- The Chief of the Admiralty 
tion! Unheard of! the Staff of the Navy informs me 
idea never occurred to that, because of a Wolff tele- 
mell! This was done gram, Your Majesty has given 
because of the message the fleet orders for a rapid prep- 
of my Ambassador aration for return. Admiral 
about the mobilization von Pohl has perhaps submitted 
at Belgrade! This may to Your Majesty the message of 
cause mobilization of Your Majesty’s naval attaché 
Russia; will cause mo- at London and the confidential 
bilization of Austria! agent at Portsmouth, according 
In thts case I must to which the English Navy is It does 
keep my forces on land taking no extraordinary mea- not need 
and sea together. In sures whatsoever, rather is to! It is 
the Baltic there is nota carrying out a _ systematic already 
single ship!! Moreover dispersal which had been pre- prepared 
I generally take mili- viously decided upon. as the re- 
tary measures not ac- Since so far the messages view has 
cording to one Wolff of Your Maijesty’s Ambassa- justshown 
telegram but according dor at London also show that and has 
to the general situation Sir Edward Grey, at least for mo bil- 
and this the Civil the present, does not think of ized/ 
Chancellor has not yet a direct participation of Eng- 
grasped! land in a possible European 
W. war and intends to use his influ- 
ence for the localization of the 
Austro-Hungarian-Serbian con- 
If Russia mobilizes my flict, I beg to suggest most hum- 
fleet must already be in bly that Your Majesty do not 
the Baltic, therefore it order a premature return of the 
is returning home! fleet. Bethmann Hollweg 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 104 Vienna, July 25, 1914 
Baron Macchio informs me by telephone: since several points 
in the Serbian answer are unsatisfactory, Baron Giesl has left. 
Since three o’clock this afternoon a general mobilization has been 

taking place in Serbia. Tschirschky 
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THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE EMPEROR 

Berlin, July 26, 1914 
Except the report made by General von 
Chelius there is so far no reliable news 
about the attitude of Russia. If Russia 
should decide upon a conflict with Austria, 
England intends to try mediation and 
hopes for French support in this matter. 
As long as Russia commits no hostile act, I 
To remain calm is the believe that our attitude, which aims at 
citizen's first duty! just localization, must also remain a calm one. 
keep calm, always keep General v. Moltke has returned from 
calm!! A calm mobili- Karlsbad today and agrees with this view. 
zation is, to be sure, 1 most humbly beg for information as to 
something new. where and when Your Majesty will land, 
so that I may await Your Majesty there 

in order to make a report. 


Your most humble servant, 
Bethmann Hollweg 


Telegram 146 


He is to await me at Berlin; I shall come 
there or to the Wildpark. 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT LONDON TO THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE 
Telegram 160 London, July 26, 1914 


Today Sunday, nobody at Foreign Office. Cannot therefore 
carry out order before tomorrow. Am doubtful whether Sir E. 
Grey is able to influence Russia in the above sense, since, after the 
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appearance of the Austrian demands, no one here believes in the 
possibility of localizing the conflict. That out of such a procedure 
on the part of Austria a world war must develop no one here has 


doubted. 


I consider the moment has arrived to start mediation 


in the sense of Sir E. Grey which, however, presupposes that 


Austria be willing to forego further laurels. 


22I 


Lichnowsky 


THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE EMPEROR 


Telegram 150 


There is a Russian 
fleet! In the Baltic 
there are now five Rus- 
sian torpedo-boat flo- 
tillas on a trial cruise 
which can arrive to- 
gether or severally with- 
in 16 hours in the Belts 
and block them. Port 
Arthur ought to be a 
lesson! My fleet has 
received sailing orders 
for Kiel and that is 
where it is going! 


Berlin, July 26, 1914 


As Your Majesty is just being 
notified through the Admiralty 
Staff, the naval attaché at Lon- 
don reports that the English 
fleet is discharging reservists and 
is giving the crews leave of ab- 
sence as previously planned. In 
harmony with this I appeal most 
humbly to Your Majesty to or- 
der the Fleet to remain in Nor- 
way for the present since this 
would greatly facilitate Eng- 
land’s projected mediation at 
Petersburg, which seems to 
be wavering. 

Your most humble servant, 

Bethmann Hollweg 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT ROME TO 
THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR 


Fuiggi, July 23, 1914 


The general situation is as follows: 
Italy in a possible European conflict can hardly be counted upon. 
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Where is 
that to be 
taken 
from? 

Not from 
the mate- 
rial that 
has been 
present- 
ed to me. 


active support of 
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A directly hostile attitude of Italy against Austria could, as far 
as one can judge today, be prevented by a sensible attitude on 
the part of Austria. Flotow 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 113 Vienna, July 27, 1914 - 
It has been decided here to issue the official declaration of war 


tomorrow, at the latest the day after tomorrow, mainly to 


prevent any attempt at intervention. 
Tschirschky 
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THE EMPEROR’S REMARKS ABOUT THE 
SERBIAN REPLY NOTE 


A brilliant performance for a time limit of only 48 hours! That 
is more than one could have expected. A-great moral victory for 
Vienna, but with that every cause for war disappears, and Giesl 
could well have remained at Belgrade! Upon the strength of this I 
should never have ordered mobilization. 2 


W. 
281 
THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 
Telegram 115 Vienna, July 27, 1914 


Count Berchtold called upon me late tonight to notify me of 
the following: 

Telegram received here by Count Sz4pary upon basis of infor- 
mation from military attaché that reports are increasing to the 
effect that the military districts of Kief, Warsaw, Odessa, Mos- 
cow have received mobilization orders together with the order 
calling the reservists to the colors. Districts Petersburg, Vilna, 
probably Kasan, are said to have received orders for preparation 
for mobilization, however without reservists. 

Chief of General Staff is of the opinion that the moment has 
come, in case Berlin has confirmation of Russian military prepara- 
tions, to declare at Petersburg (in order to bring about a desired 
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clarification of the military situation) that this mobilization is 
constituting such a menace along the southern and western 
borders of Russia that corresponding counter-measures will have 
to be taken. 


Tschirschky 


eeeeee 
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THE EMPEROR TO THE SECRETARY FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Neues Palais, 28 VII. 14. 10 AM 
Your Excellency: 

After reading through the Serbian reply, which I received this 
morning, I am of the conviction that on the whole the wishes of 
the Danube Monarchy have been fulfilled. The few reservations 
which Serbia makes on several points can, according to my judg- 
ment, be cleared away by negotiations. But capitulation of the 
most humiliating kind is thereby announced to the whole world 
and through this every cause for war disappears. 

Nevertheless, little weight is to be attached to the piece of 
paper or its contents, as long as it is not carried out. The Serbs 
are Orientals, therefore liars, treacherous, and masters at pro- 
ducing delays. In order that these beautiful promises may be 
carried: out, a “Aouce violence” must be applied. This would 
have to be done by Austria’s occupying some territory (Belgrade) 
as a guarantee for the enforcement and execution of the promises 
and keeping it until the demands have actually been carried out. 
This also is necessary for the sake of the appearance of success 
in the eyes of the outside world, so as to give a formal “satisfaction 
d'honneur” to the army, which has been mobilized for the third 
time without having anything to show for: it, and to make it 
possible to give it at least the consciousness of having been on 
foreign soil. Without this, in the case of discontinuance of the 
campaign, a very undesirable spirit might be developed against 
the dynasty. In case Your Excellency shares my view I would 
recommend the following: Serbia has been forced to back down 
in a most humiliating manner and we offer our congratulations 
on this result. Of course, in the light of this result, no cause for 
war any longer exists. However, a guarantee would be necessary 
so that the promises might be fulfilled. That could no doubt 
be achieved by the temporary occupation of a part of Serbia. 
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As in 1871, when we left troops stationed in France until the 
milliards had been paid. Upon this basis I am ready to mediate 
peace in Austria. Opposing proposals or protests of other states 
I would unconditionally reject, all the more since everybody more 
or less openly appeals to me to help maintain peace. 


William, I. R. 


‘ 
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Telegram (without number) Peterhof Palais, July 29, 1914 
To H. M. The Emperor 

Neues Palais. j 

Am glad you are back. In this most serious moment I 

appeal to you to help me. An ignobple war has been 

declared to a weak country. The indignation in Rus- 

sia shared fully by me is enormous. I foresee that very , 

soon I shall be overwhelmed by the pressure brought : 

upon me and be forced to take extreme measures which I 

d 

d 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA TO THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE 
Telegram 118 Vienna, July 28, 1914 
: Declaration of war has been telegraphed today 11 o'clock to 
a) Serbian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
q Tschirschky 
i} 332 
i THE CZAR TO THE EMPEROR : 
| 
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will lead to war. ‘To try and avoid such a calamity as 
a European war I beg you, in the name of our old 








| ally! friendship, to do what you can to stop your allies from 
A Wherein going too far. t 
does this Nicky 
# Pp 
consist? 


Admission of his own weakness and an attempt to place the responsi- 
bility upon me. The telegram contains a veiled threat! and an inu- 
tation, stated however like an order, to stop my ally. In case Your 
Excellency has sent off my telegram yesterday it must have crossed : 
this one. We will see now what result mine will have. The expres- 5 
sion “ignoble war” does not show much feeling of monarchical 
solidarity on the part of the Czar but rather a pan-Slavic sentiment; 
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i. e., the fear of a capitis diminutio in the Balkans in case of an 
Austrian success. The complete effect of this could be calmly awaited. 
There is always time later for discussion and also for mobilization, 
for which Russia has no reason at all now. Instead of expecting 
us to stop our ally His Majesty ought to turn to the Emperor Francis 
Joseph and carry on discussions with him in order to learn the 
aims of His Majesty. Should we not send copies of the two telegrams 
to London for the information of H. M. the King? The Socialists are 
carrying on anti-military demonstrations in the streets, which can- 
not be permitted, n any case not now; if this should happen again, 
I shall proclaim a state of siege and have all the leaders locked up, 
tutt. quantt. Instruct Loebell and Jagow along this line. We 
cannot stand for any socialistic propaganda any longer! 
William 
361 


THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE 
AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 


Telegram 181 Berlin, July 29, 1914 


its inconsistent procedure towards the various governments with 
growing consternation. At Petersburg it declares itself to be 
territorially disinterested; we are left entirely in the dark about 
its program; Rome is put off with meaningless remarks on the 
question of compensations; at London Count Mensdorff is 
giving away parts of Serbia to Bulgaria and Albania and puts 
himself in contradiction to the solemn declarations of Vienna at 
Petersburg. Out of these contradictions I must gather that the 
disavowal of Count Hoyos, stated in telegram No. 83, had been 
decided upon for the gallery and that the Government at Vienna 
has plans which it considers best to keep secret from us, so as 
to make sure in all casesof German support while not risking a 
possible refusal by means of a frank statement. 

Aforesaid remarks are for the time being for the personal use 
of Your Excellency. I merely wish to point out to Count Berch- 
told that it would be advisable to counteract a suspicion against 
statements made by him to the Powers about the integrity of 
Serbia. I beg you also to draw his attention to the fact that the 
instructions to Baron Mérey can hardly satisfy Italy. 

Bethmann Hollweg 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT LONDON TO THE 


FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 178 London, July 29, 1914 


Sir E. Grey just sent for me 

again. The Minister was per- 

The biggest and most fectly calm, but very serious, 
unheard of piece of and received me with the words 
English Pharisaism that the situation was becoming 
that I have ever seen! more tense. Sazonoff has de- 
With such scoundrels I clared that after the declaration 


shall never make a of war he is no longer ina posi- Jn spite 


naval agreement! tion to carry on discussions di- 
That puts me out rectly with Austria.and hasasked 
of business. here that mediation be taken 


up again. The Russian Govern- 
ment considers the temporary 
cessation of hostilities as a neces- 

sary basis for this mediation. 
Sir E. Grey repeated his sug- 
gestion, already reported, that 
we should take part in such a 
mediation of four Powers to 
which, he said, we have already 
agreed in principle. To him 
good personally, a sufficient basis for 
for days we have tried mediation seemed to be that 
to achieve that, but in Austria state her demands, per- 
vain! haps after the occupation of 
Belgrade or other places. If 
Your Excellency should however 
undertake mediation, as I was 
If instead of mediation able to promise him this morn- 
he were to speak a seri- ing, it would of course suit him 
ous word to Petersburg just as well. But mediation 
and Paris that Eng- seems very urgent to him now 
land will not help them, if a European conflict is to be 

that would immediately prevented. 

quiet the situation. Sir E. Grey then told me that 
he wanted to give me some 
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friendly and private information 
since he did not wish that our 
cordial relationship and our 
intimate exchange of opinions 
on all political questions should 
mislead me, and he wishes to 
ahal The mean de- save himself in the future from 
ceiver I! the charge of insincerity. The 
British Government wishes to 
i. e. we are to leave maintain our friendship as here- 
Austria in the lurch. tofore and it would be possible 
Base and Mephisto- for her to stand aside so long as 
phelian! but just like the conflict is limited to Austria 
the English and Russia. If however we and 
France should be drawn in, then 
the situation would immediately 
be a different one and the Brit- 
ish Government would under 
have already been taken the circumstances be compelled 
to take steps at once. In this 
case it_would be impossible to 
i. e. they will pounce stand aside for a long time and 
upon us to wait; “if war breaks out it 














will be the greatest catastrophe 


that the world has ever seen.” 
He had not the slightest inten- 
tion of uttering a threat; he 
merely wanted to save me from 
Insincere he has been disappointment and __ himself 
all these years, never- from the charge of insinceritv, 
theless, including his and therefore used the form of a 


last speech private discussion. 
Sir E. Grey further adds that 
we tool the Government must also take 


public opinion into account; up 


a newly created one! If to the present it has in general 
it wants to, it can turn been favorable towards Austria, 
and direct public opin- since the justification for a cer- 
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that re- 


mains! 


a total 
failure 


With the 


ion since it is im- tain satisfaction is recognized; helpof the 
plicitly obeyed by the now however it begins to re- jingo press 
[41] 





press. verse itself completely as a re- 
sult of the Austrian stubborn- 
ness. 
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Lichnowsky 


England unmasks herself the moment she ts of the opinion that we are 
encircled and are done for, so to speak! This pack of shopkeepers 
has tried to deceive us with dinners and speeches. The crudest decep- 
tion, the words of the King to Henry for me: “We shall remain 
neutral and try to keep out of this as long as possible.” Grey gives 
the King the lie and these words to Lichnowsky are the result of a 
bad conscience, that in fact, he has had the feeling of having deceived 
us. - Besides, there is actually a threat, together with a bluff, to 
separate us from Austria and prevent our mobilization, and to 
place upon us the responsibility for the war. He knows perfectly 
well that if he utters only one sertous, sharp word of warning at 
Paris and Petersburg and enjoins them to be neutral, both will im- 
mediately keep quiet. But he takes care not to utter the word but 
threatens us instead! Contemptible cur! England alone bears the 
responsibility of war and peace, not wel This should be pronounced 
in public. W. 
375 
THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE 
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES AT BRUSSELS 
Berlin, July 29, 1914 

The appendix to this order I humbly beg Your Excellency to 
keep well locked away, and you are only to open it if you are 
ordered so to do by telegraph. 

The receipt of this order and of the appendix you will please 
acknowledge by telegraph. v. Jagow 


(This appendix contained the German ultimatum 





to Belgium) 
390 
THE CZAR TO THE EMPEROR 
Telegram (without number) Peterhof, Palais, July 30, 1914 
To H. M. The Emperor 
Neues Palais 
Thank you heartily for your quick answer. Am send- 
ing Tatischeff this evening with instructions. The 
142] 
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*) military measures which have now come into force 
were decided five days ago for reasons of defense, on 


l account of Austria’s preparations. I hope from all my 
heart that these measures won't in any way interfere 


with your part as mediator, which I greatly value. 


We need your strong pressure on Austria to come to an 
nol understanding with us. Nicky 


no, there is no question of that!!! 

*) Austria has carried on only a partial mobilization in the south 
against Serbia. Thereupon the Czar—as it is here openly admitted 
by him—has taken military measures, which have now come into 
force, against Austria and ourselves and moreover he had already 
done so 5 days ago. He ts therefore almost a week ahead of us and 
these _measures are supposed to have been taken as a protection 
against Austria, which is not attacking him at aiilll I can no longer 
carry on mediation, since the Czar who asked for it at the same time 
secretly mobilized behind my back. It 1s just a move to put us off 
and increase the advantage that has already been gained. My office 
ceasesl W. 
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THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE EMPEROR 


According to this the Czar 

has considered his appeal Berlin, July 29, 1914 
for my assistance as a Your Majesty’s Imperial and Royal 
joke, and deceived us! For Ambassador at Petersburg reports 
one does not ask for help in the most humbly attached telegram 
and mediation if mobili- that Mr. Sazonoff has informed him of 


oye . aa 
zation has already been the mobilization of Russia against Aus- 





declared! W.  tria. Accordingly the Russian Ambas- 
Upon this I must also sador here has also informed us that 
mobilizel : Russia is mobilizing Kief, Kasan, 
Which was already begun Odessa and Moscow, but that this by 
on July 24th no means signifies war, and that 
Probably the Guards also diplomatic relations with Austria would 
Zl not be severed. Against Germany no 
mobilization whatsoever has _ been 

ordered. 
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I immediately telegraphed to Your 

Majesty's Ambassador at Petersburg to 
It had, according to the point out to the Russian Minister the 
telegram of the Czar, al- probable results of this mobilization 
ready been ordered 5 days against Austria and to ask him to pre- 
ago, that is on the 24th, im- vent every war-like conflict with Aus- 
mediately after the presen- tria as long as the negotiations with 
tation of the ultimatum Vienna in which we are mediating, are 
to Serbia. Therefore, long still under way. 
before the Czar had tele- v. Bethmann Hollweg 
graphed to me to mediate. 
He expressly stated in his 
first telegram that he would probably be forced to take measures which 
would probably lead to a European war. Therefore he accepts the 
blame. Actually the measures were already being carried out and 
he has simply lied to me. The sending of Tatischeff and the wish 
that I should not allow myself to be disturbed in my réle as mediator 
by his mobilization measures are childish and meant solely for the 
purpose of leading us astray! I consider my action as a mediator 
to be a failure since the Czar, instead of loyally awaiting its results, 
had already mobilized behind my back and without giving me a kintl 

W. 
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(Upon a telegram of July 30th from the German Ambassador at 
Petersburg to the Foreign Office, in which, among other things, it 
was reported that Sazonoff had stated that the Russian mobiliza- 
tion could not be stopped, the Emperor penned the following:) 

If mobilization can no longer be stopped—which is not true— 
why then did the Czar call upon my mediation at all three days after- 
wards without mentioning the issuing of the mobilization orders?! 
That shows clearly enough that the mobilization has seemed too sudden 
even to him and that afterwards, to quiet his conscience, he made this 
move here, pro forma, although he knew that it was no longer of any 
use, since he does not feel strong enough to “stop the mobilization. 
Frivolity and weakness are going to throw the world into the most 
terrible war, which aims eventually to destroy Germany. For that is 
clear to me beyond all doubt: England, Russia and France have 
agreed among themselves—on the ground that we are confronted with 
our casus foederis towards Austria—to carry on a war of annihila- 
tion against us, taking the Austro-Serbian conflict as a pretext. 
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Hence Grey's cynical remark to Lichnowsky, “as long as the war 
remains confined to Russia and Austria, England will remain quiet 
and only if we involve ourselves and France in it would he be forced to 
move actively against us.” That is, either we should basely betray our 
ally and deliver her up to Russia—thereby destroying the Triple 
Alliance—or, for our loyalty to our ally, be pounced upon and pun- 
ished by all of the Triple Entente, by which their jealousy will finally 
receive the satisfaction of totally ruining both of us. This in a nutshell 
ts the true situation which, slowly and surely initiated by Edward VII, 
promoted by him and, in spite of denials, systematically developed by 
means of discussions of England with Paris and Petersburg, is being 
finally completed and put into operation by George V. The stupidity 
and clumsiness of our ally is thereby turned into a noose for us. 
Thus the famous “encircling” of Germany has now at last become 
an accomplished fact, in spite of all the attempts of our politicians 
and diplomats to prevent it. The net has been suddenly drawn to- 
gether over our heads and England, smiling scornfully, has scored . 
the most brilliant results from her tenacious, purely anti-German 
world-policy, against which we have proven ourselves powerless, for 
while we are struggling isolated in the net, she ts making out of our 
loyalty to Austria a rope e for ou our political and economic destruction. 
A wonderful accomplishment, which excites admiration even from 
him who is sent to destruction by it! Edward VII is, after his death, 
still stronger than I, who am alivel And yet there have been people 
who have believed that England could be won over or be ,racified by 
means of this or that petty measurelll Unceasingly, unyieldingly 
she has pursued her purpose with notes, proposals for naval holidays, 
scares, Haldane, etc., until she was ready. And we walked into the 
trap and even introduced the program of one-ship-a-year, in the 
pathetic hope of thereby pacifying England!!! All warnings, all 
entreaties on my part have been in vain. Now we are earning the 
English so-called gratitude for all this! Out of the dilemma into which 
our loyalty towards the venerable old Emperor has brought us, a 
situation is created which gives England the desired pretext for anni- 
hilating us with the hypocritical appearance of justice, namely to help 
France on account of the maintenance of the notorious balance of 


* power in Europe, i. e. the playing off of all European states against 


us for the benefit of England! Now all of these machinations must 
be unsparingly uncovered and the mask of Christian peaceableness 
must be openly and firmly torn from her, and the Pharisatcal hypoc- 
risy of pacifism must be exposed on the pillories!! And our consuls 
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in Turkey and India, agents etc., must incite the whole Mohammedan 
world to a wild revolt against this detestable, lying and unscrupulous 
nation of shopkeepers, for if we are to bleed to death then England 
shall at least lose India. W. 
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THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE 
AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 


Telegram 200 
Urgent! Berlin, July 30, 1914 

If Vienna, as is to be assumed from the telephonic communi- 
cation of Your Excellency with Herr von Stumm, rejects all 
mediation, especially the latest proposal of Grey (Telegram 
No. 192), itis hardly possible to place the blame of a threatening 
European conflagration any longer on Russia. Upon the appeal 
of the Czar, His Majesty has undertaken intervention at Vienna, 
because he could not reject it without creating the unanswerable 
suspicion that we wanted the war. The success of this inter- 
vention is however made difficult because Russia has mobilized 
against Austria. Of that we have informed England today, 
adding that we have already, in a friendly way, suggested at 
Petersburg and at Paris the cessation of the Russian and French 
war preparations; a new step in this direction could therefore only 
be taken by means of an ultimatum, which would mean war. 
We have, therefore, urged Sir Edward Grey to influence Paris and 
Petersburg emphatically in this sense and are just now receiving 
his corresponding assurance through Lichnowsky. If England is 
successful in these endeavors, while Vienna rejects everything, 
then Vienna proves that it absolutely wants war, into which we 
have been drawn while Russia remains free of guilt. This places 
us in an indefensible position towards our own nation. We can 
therefore only urgently recommend that Austria accept Grey’s 
proposal which preserves her position in every respect. 

Your Excellency will immediately express yourself emphatically 
in this sense to Count Berchtold and possibly also to Count Tisza. 

His Majesty has tonight sent the following telegram to the 
Emperor Francis Joseph (No. 437): 

“The personal appeal of the Czar to undertake an attempt at 
mediation for the prevention of a world conflagration and for the 
preservation of world peace, I believed it impossible to reject and 
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have had proposals submitted to your Government through my 
Ambassador yesterday and today. Among other things they 
point out that Austria should state her demands after the occupa- 
tion of Belgrade or other places. I would be deeply indebted to 
you if you would notify me of your decision as soon as possible.” 
v. Bethmann Hollweg 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT PETERSBURG TO THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 197 Petersburg, July 31, 1914 
General Mobilization of Army and Navy ordered. First day of 
mobilization, July 31. Pourtalés 
479 


THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE 
AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA 


Telegram 204 Berlin, July 31, 1914 
After the Russian General Mobilization we have declared 
threatening danger of war which will probably be followed within 
48 hours by mobilization. This inevitably means war. We expect 
from Austria immediate active participation in the war against 
Russia. Bethmann Hollweg 
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THE EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA TO THE EMPEROR 
OF GERMANY 


Telegram (without number) 
Vienna, Schoenbrunn, July 31, 1914 
P. C. ToH. M. The German Emperor, King of Prussia, 
Berlin 
I make haste to thank you most kindly and most cordially for 
your friendly telegram. Yesterday, immediately after your 
Ambassador had submitted to my Government the mediation 
proposals of Sir Edward Grey, I received the official notice from 
my Ambassador at Petersburg, according to which the 
Emperor of Russia has ordered the mobilization of all military 
districts along my border. Count Szégyény informs me that you 
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have already told Emperor Nicholas, in a very pointed way, that 
the Russian preparations are to cease, as the whole responsibility 
of a world war would otherwise fall upon his shoulders. In 
recognition of my grave duties for the future of my Empire, I 
have ordered the complete mobilization of the whole of my armed 
forces. The action of my army, which is in progress against 
Serbia, cannot be disturbed by the threatening and provocative 
attitude of Russia. Another rescue of Serbia by the intervention 
of Russia would cause the gravest results for my states, and it 
would therefore be impossible to accede to such an intervention. 
I am conscious of the importance of my decisions and have 
made them, trusting in God’s righteousness, with the assurance 
that your military forces will stand by my Empire and the Triple 
Alliance in unfaltering loyalty. Joseph 


540a 
MEMORANDUM OF THE IMPERIAL 
CHANCELLOR 
[Berlin, August 1, 1914] 
H. M. has agreed to the tenor of the declarations of war. 


v.B.H. 1/8 
588 
THE AMBASSADOR AT PETERSBURG TO THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE 
Telegram 214 Petersburg, August I, 1914 


Telegram No. 159 arrived here 5:45 P.M. Russian time. 

After deciphering it, at 7 o’clock Russian time, I asked Mr. 
Sazonoff three times in succession whether he could make the 
declaration demanded in telegram No. 153 regarding the cessation 
of war measures against ourselves and Austria. After his answer- 
ing this question three times in the negative I presented the note 
as requested. Pourtalés 


596 
THE AMBASSADOR AT LONDON TO THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE 
Telegram 212 London, August I, 1914 
London Sir E. Grey just read to me the 
This nonsense of following declaration which had 
Grey shows that he been unanimously decided upon by 
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absolutely does not 
know what to do. 
We will now await 


England’ sdecistion. 


I just learned that 
England has al- 
ready interrupted 
the cable of Em- 
den. Thus a war 
measure! While 
she is still negoti- 
ating, 


the Cabinet: “The reply of the Ger- 
man Government with regard to the 
neutrality of Belgium is a matter of 
very great regret, because the neu- 
trality of Belgium does affect feel- 
ing in this country. If Germany 
could see her way to give the same 
positive reply as that which has 
been given by France, it would 
materially contribute to relieve 
anxiety and tension here, while on 
the other hand, if there were a vio- 
lation of the neutrality of Belgium 
by one combatant while the other 
respected it, it would be extremely 
difficult to restrain public feeling 
in this country.” ....... 
Upon my question as to whether 
he could give me a definite state- 
ment as to the neutrality of Great 
Britain on the condition that we 
respect the neutrality of Belgium, 
the Minister declared that this 


Treacherous scoun-would not be possible, but that this 


drel, thereforel 


Lies! Up to the 


question would play an important 
part with public opinion here. If 
we should violate Belgian neutrality 
in a war with France, there would 
certainly be a reversal of opinion 
which would make it difficult for 
the Government here to take an 


attitude of friendly neutrality. For 
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present it has not the present there is not the slightest He lies! He 
taken this attitude intention to take a hostile attitude himself 
towards us. He would like to pre- said so 
vent this if possible. But it would four days 
Without mention- be difficult to draw a line as to how ago to Lich- 
ing any compen- far we could go without interven- nowsky/ 


at all. 


Sation on Eng- 
land’s part 





tion on the part of England. He 
again came back to the question of 
Belgian neutrality and said that this 
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would without doubt play an impor- 

tant part. He had already wondered 

whether it would not be possible 
This fellow is mad for us and France, in case of a He already 
or an idiot! Any- Russian war, toremain armed with- has my of- 
how the French, out attacking each other. I asked fer of yes- 
with their bomb- him whether he was in a position to terday af- 
throwing aero- state to me that France would agree ternoon, 
planes, have begun to such an arrangement. Since we do that is very 
the war and the not wishtodestroy Francenorannex clear! And 
breaking of inter- any of her territory, I was inclined thereupon 
national law. to think that we might agree to such the misun- 

an arrangement which would assure derstand- 

us the neutrality of Great Britain. ing is ex- 

The Minister said that he would plained by 

find out, and was also aware of the the King. 

difficulties involved on both sides 

in keeping the army inactive. Rubbish! 

My final impression is that Eng- 

land would like to keep out of the 

war, but that the answer which the 

Secretary of State gave to Sir E. 

Goschen about the neutrality of 

Belgium has made a bad impres- 

sion. 

Lichnowsky 

My impression is this, that Mr. 

Grey is a treacherous cur who is 

afraid of his own meanness and 

treacherous policy, but does not wish 

to come out openly against us but 

wishes to be forced to it by us. 
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THE IMPERIAL CHANCELLOR TO THE 
AMBASSADOR AT PETERSBURG 
Telegram 163 Berlin, August 2, 1914 
Please demand your passports from the Government there and 


entrust the care of German interests to the American Embassy. 
Bethmann Hollweg 
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THE AMBASSADOR AT CONSTANTINOPLE 
TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE 


Telegram 408 Therapia, August 2, 1914 
Treaty signed today 4 P. M. Text will follow: 
Wangenheim 
755 
THE KING OF ITALY TO THE EMPEROR 


Telegram (without number) 
To H. M. The German Emperor 
I have just received your telegram. I pro- 
foundly regret that your nobleattempts, to which 
we had also added ours, to ward off the grave in- 
ternational consequences caused by the proced- 
ure of Austria-Hungary, have been in vain. From 
Lies the beginning my Government has notified your 
Government and that of Austria-Hungary that 
since the “casus foederis,” as stated in the treaty 
of the Triple Alliance, does not exist, it will 
make use of all diplomatic means to defend our 
allies’ and our own just interests and work for 
the cause of peace. 
I extend to you the sincere expression of my 
most cordial wishes for your well-being and that 
of Germany. 
Your brother and ally, !! = Scoundrel! 
int Impudencel 
Vittorio Emanuele 
W. 


771 
THE AMBASSADOR AT ROME TO 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE 

Telegram 287 Rome, August 3, 1914 

Herr von Kleist sends the following telegram for His Majesty: 
“To H. M. The Emperor Berlin, Palace 

Today, Monday 9 A.M. I presented Your Majesty’s order to 
the King of Italy in which the immediate mobilization of the 
army and the fleet, as well as assistance as fixed by the treaty, was 
demanded. 
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The King answered that, personally, he is with us heart and 
soul and several weeks ago did not doubt for a moment that, ina 
war, Italy would faithfully help her ally with active measures. 
The unbelievable clumsiness of Austria towards the Italian 
popular sentiment has in the last weeks influenced public opinion 
against Austria to such an extent that active cooperation with 
Austria now would cause serious outbreaks. The Ministry does 
not wish to risk an insurrection. He, the King, unfortunately 
has no power, only influence. Should he dismiss the present 
Ministry, then no other one would take the responsibility. All 
this mainly because Austria so far has not seen fit to make 
any definite promises for the future, by which a reversal of the 
popular sentiment might, perhaps, have been attained; whether 
this is still possible is very doubtful. 

Since the people do not understand the difference, Italy, be- 
cause of Austrian clumsiness, unfortunately has to refuse Ger- 
many, which greatly grieves the King. He will try to influence 


the Ministry again and inform me of the result. Kleist” 
Herr von Kleist asks that a copy be sent to the Chief of the 
General Staff. Flotow 
835 


THE AMBASSADOR AT LONDON 
TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE 
Telegram 250 London, August 4, 1914 
Have just learned that Belgian Chargé 
d’Affaires has informed the Foreign Office of 
the entrance of German troops into Belgium. 
Conversation with Sir William Tyrrell con- 
firms my impression that after the arrival of 
At last he will be- the news about serious German-Belgian 
lieve it! clashes, the continuance of English neutrality 
poor Lichnowsky. cannot be counted upon and a break of rela- 
tions would then be imminent. 
Lichnowsky 
876 
THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE FIELD 
ARMY TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE 
Berlin, August 5, 1914 
The declaration of war by England which, according to reliable 
reports, had been intended from the beginning of the conflict, 
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forces us to exhaust all means that can help to bring about victory. 
The grave condition in which the Fatherland finds itself makes it 
our duty to use every means which might enable us to harm the 
enemy. The unscrupulous policy that our opponents are carrying 
on against us justifies ruthless action. 

The insurrection in Poland has been initiated. It will fall 
on fruitful soil, for already our troops are greeted almost as friends. 
In Wlozlawek, for instance, they have been received with salt 
and bread. 

The sentiment of America is friendly towards Germany. Amer- 
ican public opinion is indignant over the shameful way in which 
we have been attacked. It is important to make the most out of 
this sentiment. The influential personages of the German colony 
must be urged to keep on influencing the press in our favor. 
Perhaps the United States can be induced to undertake a naval 
action against England for which Canada beckons as the prize 
of victory. 

Of the greatest importance, as I have already explained, in my 
communication of the 2d of this month, No. 1P, is the insurrection 
of India and Egypt, also of the Caucasus.—By means of the 
treaty with Turkey, the Foreign Office will be in a position to 
carry out this idea and arouse the fanaticism of Islam. 

v. Moltke 


APPENDIX I 


THE CHARGE D’AFFAIRES AT BERLIN TO THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL 
Report 386 Berlin, July 18, 1914 

On the basis of conversations which I had with Under-Secre- 
tary Zimmermann and, further, with the Balkan and Triple 
Alliance Referendary at the Foreign Office and with the Austro- 
Hungarian Counselor to the Ambassador, I have the honor to 
inform your Excellency of the following in regard to the discus- 
sion with Serbia intended by the Austro-Hungarian Government: 

The step which the Vienna Cabinet has decided to undertake 
at Belgrade and which will consist of the presentation of a note, 
will be made on the 25th of this month. The reason for the post- 
ponement of the action until the present moment is that it is de- 
sired to await the departure of MM. Poincaré and Viviani from 
Petersburg so that it will not be so easy for the Powers of the 
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Dual Alliance to come to an understanding on a possible counter- 
action. Till then Vienna is assuming the appearance of peace- 
fulness by the absence at the same time of the Ministers of War 
and the Chief of the General Staff, and pressure has also been 
brought to bear upon the press and the exchange, not without 
success. That the Vienna Cabinet is acting very skilfully in this 
connection is admitted here; it is only regretted that Count 
Tisza, who is said to have been opposed at first to firmer action, 
has already lifted the veil somewhat by his statements in the 
Hungarian Chamber of Deputies. 

As Herr Zimmermann told me, so far as has now been deter- 
mined, the note will contain the following demands: 

1. The promulgation of a proclamation by the King of Serbia, 
in which it shall be stated that the Serbian Government is en- 
tirely dissociated with the pan-Serbian movement and disap- 
proves of it. 

2. The initiation of an investigation against the accomplices 
in the murder of Sarajevo and the participation of an Austrian 
official in this investigation. 

3. Proceedings against all who are connected with the pan- 
Serbian movement. 

A time limit of 48 hours is to be given for the acceptance of 
these demands. 

That Serbia cannot accept such demands, which are irrecon- 
cilable with her dignity as an independent state, is evident. The 
result would therefore be war. 

Here there is complete agreement that Austria should use the 
opportune hour, despite the danger of further complications, 
Whether Vienna will really make an effort itself, still appears to 
be doubtful to both Herr von Jagow and Herr Zimmermann. 
The Under-Secretary remarked that Austria, thanks to her in- 
decision and unsteadiness, has now really become the sick man of 
Europe, as formerly Turkey was, whose dismemberment Rus- 
sians, Italians, Roumanians, Serbians and Montenegrins are 
awaiting. A strong and successful action against Serbia would 
result in Austrians and Hungarians again feeling themselves to 
be a political power, would revive her prostrate economic life 
and suppress foreign aspirations for many years. Because of 
the indignation which now exists throughout the whole Mon- 
archy over the bloody deed, one could probably also be sure of 
the Slavic troops. As General Conrad von Hoetzendorf is said 
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to have himself admitted, in a few years, with the further opera- 
tion of Slavic propaganda, this would no longer be the case. 

The opinion here, therefore, is that for Austria this is a fateful 
hour, and for this reason, upon an inquiry from Vienna, it has 
been declared here without hesitation that we should agree to 
every action which will be determined upon there, even at the 
risk of a war with Russia. The full powers which were given 
Count Hoyos, the chief of the Cabinet of Count Berchtold, who 
had come here to present an autograph letter of the Emperor and 
a detailed promemoria, were so extensive that the Austro-Hun- 
garian Government was empowered to negotiate with Bulgaria 
as to admission to the Triple Alliance, 

It seems that Vienna did not expect from Germany such unre- 
served intervention on behalf of the Danube Monarchy and Herr 
Zimmermann has the impression that the eternally fainthearted 
and undecided officials at Vienna feel almost annoyed because, 
from the German side, there has been no admonition to be cau- 
tious and restrained. How vacillating Vienna is in its decision 
is proved by the fact that Count Berchtold, three days after he 
had had an inquiry made here regarding an alliance with Bul- 
garia, had telegraphed that he still had doubts as to allying him- 
self with Bulgaria. 

It would also be more satisfactory to Berlin if the action against 
Serbia were not deferred so long and the Serbian Government 
not given time, perhaps under Russo-French pressure, to offer 
satisfaction on its part. 

What position the other powers will take towards an armed 
conflict between Austria and Serbia will, according to opinion 
here, depend largely upon whether Austria will be satisfied with 
a thrashing of Serbia, or will also demand territorial compensa- 
tion for herself. In the former case it would be possible to 
localize the war; in the latter, however, larger complications 
would probably be inevitable. 

In the interest of the localization of the war, the Imperial 
Government will, immediately after the presentation of the 
Austrian note at Belgrade, start a diplomatic action with the 
Great Powers. Calling attention to the fact that the Emperor is 
on his northern trip, and the Chief of the Great General Staff 
as well as the Prussian Minister of War on leave of absence, it 
will insist that it has been just as much surprised by the action 
of Austria as the other Powers. (I take the liberty of inserting here 
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that even the Italian Government has not been taken into con- 
fidence.) It will explain that it is to the common interest of all 
monarchical states that the “Anarchist Nest at Belgrade” be 
destroyed, and it will work to the end that the Powers take the 
position that the discussion between Austria and Serbia is an 
affair between these two states. A mobilization of German 
troops will not be undertaken and our military influence will be 
brought to bear upon Austria not to mobilize her entire army and 
especially those troops stationed in Galicia, so as not to bring 
about automatically a counter-mobilization on the part of Russia, 
which would force us also, and then France, to take similar 
measures, and thus bring on a European war. 

The question whether the localization of the war will succeed, 
will be decided in the first place by the attitude of Russia. 

If Russia absolutely does not want war against Austria and 
Germany, she can in this case—and that is the most favorable 
fact in the present situation—very well remain inactive and take 
the position towards Serbia that she, just as little as the other 
civilized states, endorses a method of struggle which proceeds by 
means of bomb-throwing and revolver shots. This especially 
so long as Austria does not threaten the national independence of 
Serbia. Herr Zimmermann assumes that England, as well as 
France, who would hardly wish for a war at present, will influence 
Russia to adopt a peaceful attitude; furthermore, he takes for 
granted that “bluffing” is one of the favorite methods of Russian 
policy, and that the Russian likes to threaten with the sword but, 
in the decisive moment, does not like to draw it for others. 

England will not prevent Austria from holding Serbia to ac- 
count. However, an annihilation of the country she will hardly 
permit; on the contrary, loyal to her traditions, she will proba- 
bly intervene here also for the principle of nationality. A war 
between the Dual and Triple Alliance would hardly be welcome 
to England at the present moment, merely in consideration of 
the situation in Ireland. Should it, nevertheless, come to this, 
we would, according to opinion here, find the English cousin on 
the side of our opponents, since England fears that France, in 
case of a defeat, would sink down to the rank of a second rate 
power and the “balance of power” thus be destroyed, whose pre- 
servation England considers necessary for her own interest. 

Italy would receive very little pleasure from a castigation of 
Serbia by Austria, to whom she would hardly be willing to grant 
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a strengthened position in the Balkans. As the Chargé d’Affaires 
von Bergen, the Referendary for Triple Alliance affairs at the 
Foreign Office, told me, the relation beween Vienna and Rome is 
again anything but friendly. Vienna is very much put out over the 
Italian chargé d'affaires in Albania, Aliotti, who seems to have 
carried on considerable intrigue against Austria, and Ambassador 
von Mérey, therefore, received several days ago an order to demand 
of Italy that she change her whole policy, since otherwise a 
continued understanding would not be possible. The order is 
said to have been worded so strongly that San Giuliano was 
quite wrought up, and this tension between Austria and Italy 
greatly aggravates the situation. The partitioning of Serbia or 
merely the annexation by Austria of Mount Lovcen in Monte- 
negro, which commands the Bay of Cattaro, would not be suf- 
fered by Italy without compensation. It does not seem improba- 
ble that Italy is calling out her reserves for the purpose of occupy- 
ing Valona in this case, an act which she tries to justify by her 
internal political conditions. Herr Zimmermann is of the opinion 
that Austria should not oppose this, since Valona would become 
a new tendon of Achilles for Italy, and the distance between 
Brindisi and Valona is too large for the Italians to succeed in 
completely blocking the Adriatic. : 

Perhaps one can also deduce from a statement of the Austro- 
Hungarian Counselor to the Ambassador, according to whose 
opinion Valona might well be given to the Italians, that Vienna 
has already familiarized itself with the possibility of an occupation 
of southern Albania by the Italians, 

As I have very confidentially been informed, the Counselor to 
the Ambassador at Vienna, Prince Stolberg, who was here 
several days ago, was ordered to talk over the question of com- 
pensation to Italy with Count Berchtold, and to insinuate in an 
unofficial way that Italy would probably be won over perma- 
nently if Austria would agree, in case of large territorial expan- 
sions, to a cession of the southern part of the Trentino, i. e., that 
part of the archbishopric Trent which had never belonged to the 
old German Empire. That the Vienna Cabinet will approve this 
idea is, however, hardly expected here and in order not to cause 
bad feeling by an official suggestion of this kind, the Counselor 
to the Ambassador and not the Ambassador, who is also at 
Vienna, has been ordered purposely to turn the conversation to 
the Trentino. 
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As to Bulgaria, the Austro-Hungarian Embassy here assumes te 
that King Ferdinand would use the outbreak of a war between at 
Austria and Serbia to strike against Serbia, so as to win back the 
territory lost by the Peace of Bukarest. Since the danger ex- 
ists that Roumania, as in the Second Balkan War,- would: turn 
against Bulgaria, an exercise of influence on the part of Russia 
in this direction, who will not undertake anything directly 
against Bulgaria, will probably also not be wanting at this time. 

King Carol, whose attitude of late has been very unsatisfactory, 

has been informed from here, in unequivocal terms, that Ger- 

many would take the side of Bulgaria in case Roumania does not 

abandon Serbia. According to the answer of the King, it is 

assumed here that Roumania will keep peace in case the prospect 

of compensation is held out to her. As such, the territory around 

Vidin, whose population consists mainly of Roumanians, would 

come under consideration. In this way, Roumania would of 
itself probably have been won back to the Triple Alliance. 

Greece, which would not be averse to seeing a diminution of 
Serbia, would be compensated in the Epirus and would, in ex- 
change, have to cede Kaballa to Bulgaria. 

As far as Montenegro is concerned, it is hoped here that the 
intelligent King Nikita will find it advantageous to let the Serbs 
fight alone against Austria. For the cession of the Lovcen, which yi 
Austria, in case of such a far-reaching revision of the Balkans, 
would probably demand for herself, Montenegro could be com- 
pensated in northern Albania. 

What the fate of the Duchy of Albania will be, can hardly be 
determined today. For the present, the unhappy condition 
will continue which has been characterized in Paris by the 
words: “Les caisses sont vides, le tr6ne est Wied, tout est vide.” 
and has caused the prince to receive the nickname “Le Prince 
du Vide.” v. Schoen 


APPENDIX II 
No. 1 


THE AMBASSADOR AT VIENNA, COUNT B. WEDEL, 
TO THE UNDER-SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
BARON V. D. BUSSCHE (PRIVATE LETTER) 


Vienna, 9/5/1917 


fas 


Dear Bussche: 
Stumm wrote to me shortly before his leave of absence that 
Czernin had said that Tschirschky had declared to Count Berch- 
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told in July, 1914, that, if Austria did not decide upon energetic 
action against Serbia, we would be forced to consider a different 
foreign policy. I would like to try to settle this. The documents 
contain nothing about it. Stolberg considers it impossible that 
the prudent Tschirschky should have made such a statement. 
In order to be sure, I asked Berchtold. He answered my ques- 
tion in the negative and told me that Tschirschky had explained 
to him that Berlin considered energetic action against Serbia to 
be desirable. Upon my question as to whether Tschirschky had 
used any pressure to force the Imperial and Royal Government 
to this, he said: “No, T. did not use any pressure.” That would, 
in fact, have been incomprehensible since Vienna itself was 
urging such a procedure and wanted to make sure of our support. 
I will not fail to draw Czernin’s attention to his mistake. There 
are also people here at the Ballplatz who would like to put the 


‘blame for the war upon our shoulders, and invent such tales. 


The note to Serbia only became known at Berlin on the day on 
which it was presented at Belgrade. Tschirschky, that is to 
say, had not sent it by telegraph but by mail. Jagow at that 
time told Szégyény that the fault of the note consisted in making 
retreat impossible; a note might be as sharp as possible, but 
must always leave a way out in case the other party is willing to 
yield. 2 
With kind regards, Yours, 
Wedel 
No. 2 
EX-SECRETARY OF STATE, ZIMMERMANN, TO THE 
UNDER-SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
BARON VON DEM BUSSCHE (PRIVATE LETTER) 


(Berlin) Saturday (August 11, 1917) 
Dear Bussche: 

The statement of the Evening News is actually correct in so 
far as we had, it is true, received the Serbian Ultimatum about 
twelve hours before delivery. On the other hand, I can positively 
not recall confiding this to an American diplomat. A denial can 
therefore be issued, but I venture no opinion as to whether this 
would be of any use, considering that the fact of our cognizance 
of this matter cannot, after all, be kept secret forever. 


With best regards, 
Yours, 


Zimmermann 
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APPENDIX III 


d 
No. I 1 
MEMORANDUM OF THE UNDER-SECRETARY FOR C 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, BARON V. D. BUSSCHE 0 
(Berlin, August 30, 1917) * 
n 
On the day after the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador, in July, . 
1914, had handed to H. M. the Emperor the letter of the Emperor h 
Francis Joseph, delivered by Count Hoyos, and the Imperial tl 
Chancellor von Bethmann Hollweg and the Under-Secretary of 
State Zimmermann had been received in Potsdam, a conference t: 
of military personages took place with His Majesty at Potsdam. a 
There were present: His Excellency Capelle for Tirpitz, Captain 
Zenker for the Admiralty Staff, representatives of the War De- 
partment and of the General Staff. It was decided, at all events, 
to take preparatory measures for a war, Corresponding orders 
were thereupon issued.—Source absolutely trustworthy. 
Bussche. 8/30 
No. 2 T 
BARON VON DEM BUSSCHE N 
(Foreign Office Doc. 27230/ October 16, 1919) hi 
I am sorry that I cannot recall the source. Perhaps Mueller. H 
Date of noting this down might perhaps refresh my memory. os 
Also possible that I mistakenly characterized source as being Vv. 
trustworthy. 
No. 3 
ADMIRAL VON CAPELLE 
(Foreign Office Doc. 2139 October 11, 1919.) 
Baden-Baden, October 8, 1919 T 
On Monday, July 6, 1914, between seven and eight A. M. I ‘on 
received, as Acting Secretary of State for the Navy—Grand ei 
Admiral v. Tirpitz was on leave of absence—telephonic orders to i 
come immediately to Emperor William in the Neues Palais. at 
I met the Emperor in the garden, ready to leave on his trip for st: 
the North. The Emperor walked back and forth with me for a Ei 
short while and in a few words told me about the proceedings of su 
last Sunday. He added, as far as I can remember, something ne 
like the following (private or official memoranda about this, © 
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drawn up at that time, probably do not exist): He did not be- 
lieve that there would be important war complications. The 
Czar, according to his opinion, would not in this case place himself 
on the side of the murderers of the Prince. Besides, Russia 
and France were not prepared.—England the Emperor did not 
mention.—Upon advice of the Chancellor he would start on his 
northern trip, in order not to produce any disquiet. Nevertheless, 
he wanted to inform me of the tense situation so that I could be 
thinking about the future. 

A council of military officials did not, according to the above, 
take place at Potsdam on July 6, since the Emperor, immediately 
after his conversation with me, started upon his journey to Kiel. 

Admiral v. Capelle 


No. 4 


ADMIRAL VON MUELLER 
(Foreign Office Doc. 28205/ October 28, 1919, P. M.) 


To the Foreign Office: 

I cannot be the person whom Baron v. d. Bussche mentions. 
My diary contains nothing about such a council, which must 
have been held in the period from 6/29 to 7/6/14 (presence of 
H. M. in the Neues Palais before his northern trip). However, 
on the morning of July 6th, the meeting mentioned by Admiral 
v. Capelle took place. v. Mueller 


No. 5 


INFANTRY-GENERAL VON BERTRAB 
(Foreign Office Doc. 2194/ October 22, 1919) 
Berlin, October 20, 1919 
To the Foreign Office: 

I most humbly reply that, on July 6, 1914, H. M. the Emperor 
informed me personally, without witnesses, of his opinion con- 
cerning the situation created by the measures taken by Austria, 
in order that I, being then the senior officer of the General Staff 
at Berlin, should inform the Chief of the General Staff, who was 
staying at Carlsbad. In the background there were H. M. the 
Empress, an adjutant and a lackey. Immediately before, pre- 
sumably for the same purpose, His Majesty had spoken with a 
naval officer, also privately, who withdrew immediately after the 
conversation. After the Emperor had dismissed me, he stepped 
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nto his car to begin his northern trip. No instructions were 
issued either during or after the conversation. His Majesty even 
emphasized that he did not deem it necessary to give any special 
instructions, since he did not expect serious complications as 


the result of the Sarajevo crime. 
v. Bertrab, Gen. of the Inf. 


No. 6 
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL COUNT WALDERSEE 
(Foreign Office Doc. 2215/ October 25, 1919) 


To the inquiry of the 23rd of this month Doc.2190 have the 
honor to reply as follows: 9126 

On the morning of July 8th, 1914, Lieutenant-General von 
Bertrab, Chief of the Topographical Department, informed me 
that during my short absence he had been ordered by the Chief 
of the Military Cabinet to Potsdam to H. M. the Emperor. The 
latter had informed him, for notification of the Chief of the 
General Staff—General von Moltke was just then staying at 
Carlsbad—that the Emperor had promised the Emperor Francis 
Joseph to back him up with Germany’s power should complica- 
tions arise out of the action planned by Austria against Serbia. 
No orders or instructions were issued through General von 
Bertrab, neither did any orders in relation to possible war prepa- 
rations reach the General Staff. 

It may be emphasized here that General von Bertrab had been 
ordered to Potsdam solely in his rdle as Senior Quartermaster- 
General, and that he had nothing to do with work in regard to 
mobilization. 

The Emperor, in the meantime, had started on his northern 
trip. For me, who represented General von Moltke in all matters 
relating to the war, there were no orders to issue because of the 
audience of General von Bertrab at Potsdam. The previously 
planned work of mobilization had been completed on March 31, 
1914. The army was, as always, prepared. 

As late as the evening of July 8th I took a leave of absence to 
take a rest in the country, after I had acquainted myself with the 
situation. There were also no orders for preparations issued by 
the War Department and, further, the General Staff had taken 
no measures looking toward war up to the period shortly before the 
beginning of the war. In fact, the Chief of the Second Division, 
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who had been working under me in matters regarding mobiliza- 
tion, took a leave of absence soon after I had done so. 

I returned to Berlin on July 23rd, only after the strongest 
political tension had developed. Count ‘Waldersee 


No. 7 


THE MAIN OFFICE OF THE MINISTRY OF 
NATIONAL DEFENSE | 


(Foreign Office Doc. 27658/ October 21, 1919) 


Ministry of National Defense 
Main Office Berlin, October 16, 1919 
No. 165. 10/19 Z. R. Koenigin-Augusta-Str. 38/42. 
In regard to the letter of 
October 3 and 4, I9. 

No. 1. The former Minister of War, now General of the In- 
fantry, v. Falkenhayn was on a leave of absence from July 10 to 
24 inclusive. He left Berlin on July 8, 1914, on an official errand, 
taking his leave of absence in conjunction with this official 
errand, and after returning from his leave of absence, which was 
spent with his family on the shore of the North Sea, he again took 
charge of his official business on July 25, 1914. His leave of 
absence was granted by word of mouth, a Cabinet order for the 
same not being issued. 

No. 2. On July 5 or 6, 1914, no officers of the Prussian War 
Department were ordered to an official discussion with the 
Emperor. Wurtzbacher 


No. 8 


CAPTAIN IN THE NAVY, ZENKER 
(Foreign Office Doc. 29387, November 12, 1919) 
Berlin, November 8, 1919 

On July 5, 1914, I was ordered to the Wildpark to receive orders 
from H. M. the Emperor. Since I have no memoranda in my 
private possession as to the details of the discussion, I can state 
the following only from memory: 

H. M. the Emperor informed me, for report to my superiors, 
that at noon of July 5th the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador had 
inquired of him whether Germany, in case of an Austro-Hun- 
garian conflict with Serbia and probable strained relations with 
Russia which might arise therefrom, would fulfill her duty as an 


{ 63 | 











260 


ally. His Majesty had promised this, but did not believe that 
Russia would intervene in the interest of Serbia, which had 
sullied herself with the assassination. France also would hardly 
permit a war to develop, since she lacked heavy artillery for her 
field army. If, therefore, a war against Russia and France did 
not seem probable, nevertheless the possibility would have to be 
considered. 

The High Sea Fleet, however, was to begin its trip to Norway, 
set for the middle of July, just as he also would start on his trip 
to Norway according to previous plans. 

My question as to whether the Chief of the Admiralty Staff, 
who was on leave of absence, should be recalled, His Majesty 
answered in the negative. 


‘In July 6th I informed the Acting Chief of the General Staff, | 


Vice-Admiral Behncke, of these orders. What orders he issued 
as a result I am not able to state since, as Chief of the Division 
of Tactics, I had nothing to do with mobilization affairs. 

Zenker, Captain in the Navy 
To the Foreign Office, here. 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 


Nos. 1-132 (April, 1907, to November, 1918). Including papers by Baron 
d'Estournelles de Constant, George Trumbull Ladd, Elihu Root, Barrett 
Wendell, Charles E. Jefferson, Seth Low, John Bassett Moore, William James, 
Andrew Carnegie, Pope Pius X, Heinrich Lammasch, Norman Angell, Charles 
W. Eliot, Sir Oliver Lodge, Lord Haldane, Alfred H. Fried, James Bryce, and 
others; also a series of official documents dealing with the European War. 
A list of titles and authors will be sent on application. 


133. Official Documents Looking toward Peace, Series No. IV. Official Cor- 
respondence between the United States and (1) Austria-Hungary, (2) 
Germany, and (3) Turkey, and the Terms of Armistice accepted by 
Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Turkey. December, 1918. 

134. A League of Nations. Statements from the League of Free Nations Asso- 
ciation, the League to Enforce Peace, the World's Court League and 
the League of Nations Union; speech delivered by Felix Calonder, 
ex-President of the Swiss Confederation before the National Council 
of Switzerland, June 6, 1918; article by Sir William Collins; address 
delivered by Charles R. Van Hise, late President of the University 
of Wisconsin, at the Wisconsin State Convention of the League to 
Enforce Peace; International Organization, an annotated reading list, 
by Frederick C. Hicks. January, 1919. 

135. The Problems of Reconstruction: International and National, by Lindsay 
Rogers. February, 1919. 

136. Russian Documents, including the Russian Constitution and the Russian 
Land Law; the Franco-Russian Alliance. March, roro9. 

137. The German Revolution: Documentary History of the German Revolu- 
tion; Manifesto of the Spartacus Group; What Should be Changed 
in Germany, by Charles Andler, April, 1919. 

138. Palestine, by Richard Gottheil; The New Armenia: Claims at the Peace 
Conference, reprinted from the London Times; The Albanian Ques- 
tion, by Mehmed Bey Konitza; Memorandum submitted by the 
Albanian Delegation to the Peace Conference. May, 1919. 

139. Documents regarding the Peace Conference: the Organization of the 
Peace Conference; General Sessions; the Covenant of the League of 
Nations; Speech delivered by President Wilson before the Peace Con- 
ference, April 28, 1919. June, 1919. 

140. Report of the Commission on International Labor Legislation of the 
Peace Conference; The British National Industrial Conference: Report 
of the Provisional Joint Committee. July, roro. 

141. Northern Epirus and the Principle of Nationality, by N. J. Cassavetes; 
the Problem of Eastern Galicia, by Miroslav Sichinsky; Treaty signed 
by Poland and the Allied and Associated Powers. August, 1919. 

142. Treaty of Peace with Germany. September, 1910. 

143- a -_ by the German Delegation on the Conditions of Peace. Octo- 

er, I9I9. 

144. Reply of the Allied and Associated Powers to the Observations of the 
German Delegation on the Conditions of Peace. November, 1919. 

145. Agreements between the United States and France, and between England 
and France, June 28, 1919; Anglo-Persian Agreement, August 9, 1919. 
December, 1919. 

146. International Labor Conventions and Recommendations, January, 1920. 

147. Some Bolshevist Portraits. February, 1920. 

148. .Certain Aspects of the Bolshevist Movement in Russia. Part 1. March, 


1920. 
149. Certain Aspects of the Bolshevist Movement in Russia. Part 2. April, 
1920. 
150. German Secret War Documents. May, 1920. 
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Special Bulletins: 
Internationalism. A list of Current Periodicals selected and 
by Frederick C. Hicks. May, 191s. ; 
Is There a Substitute for Force in International Relations? by Suh Hu. 
ae essay. International Polity Club Competition, awarded — 
191 
Labor’s War Aims: Memorandum on War Aims, adopted by the 
Allied Labor and Socialist Conference, February 22, 1918; The 
Cause is the Cause of Socialist Internationalism: Joint Manionnal a 
the Social Democratic League of America and the Jewish Socialist — 
League. June, 1918. 
The Dawn in Germany? The Lichnowsky and Other Disclosures, by 
James Brown Scott. November, 1918. 
Yougoslavia, by M. I. Pupin; Declaration of Independence of the Mid. © 
— n Union, October 26, 1918; Declaration of Independence of © 
he Csec ho-Slovak Nation, October 18, 1918; Declaration of Corfu, 
Sniy 20,1917. January, I9I9. 
= League of Nations: Proposed Constitution of the League of Nations; - 
hes delivered before the Peace Conference by members of the — 
Camasiesion on the ue of Nations; Addresses delivered by Presi- — 
dent Wilson in Boston, February 24, 1919, and in New York, o 
1919-" March, tgr9. 
Criticisms of the Draft Plan for the League of Nations: William Howard 
Taft, Charles E. Hughes, Elihu Root. April, 1919. 


Copies of the above, so far as they can be spared, will be sent to libraries ~ 
and educational institutions for permanent yy abn postpaid upon receipt 
of a request addressed to the Secretary of the American Association for Inter © 
national Conciliation. 5 

A charge of five cents will be made for copies sent to'individuals. Regular — 
subscription rate twenty-five cents for one year, or one dollar for five years. 






























